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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Paull, Grace Abelard -Schuman 
COME TO THE CITY Cloth; 7"xl0"-$2.75 


* A companion to the author's Come to the Country, the antic illustrations 
and specific text of Come tv the City introduce the young reader to the fun and facts 
of city life. With a line and the swish of the brush, the excitement of the zoo, a 
giant department store, a museum, the public library, the subway, the park, all those 
manifestations of urban life are made explicit. A reasonable facsimile of an actual 
tour of New York, an excellent preparation for such a trip. (3/11. LC:59-5387) 





Hurd, Edith Thacher & Clement Lippincott 
MR. CHARLIE'S PET SHOP Cloth; 73"x9"-$2.25 


For those readers who have visited with Mr. Charlie in his chicken house 
or his gas station, and have joined him as he fights a fire and undertakes a camping 
trip, the superbly kind gentleman is a familiar figure. And those who are thus far 
unfamiliar with his gentle concern for the world around him, a trip to Mr. Charlie's 
pet shop will be an ingratiating experience. In this refreshingly understated story, 
Yd] Charlie and his good wife tend their many animals and find a home for a particularly 
winsome black poodle. Much detail of animal life is included in this mellow tour of | 
a day in Charlie's life with the black, lavender and blue illustrations of Clement 
Hurd as a fitting projection of the author's benign and cozy perspective. (3/11. LC: 


59-6702) 


Barr, Cathrine Walck 
DAN AND SANDY Cloth; 7"x9"-$2.25 


Two dogs without a master, without a pedigree, and without any particular 
distinction take it into their canine heads to win a dog show. And, Cathrine Barr 
whose Sammy Seal of the Circus, The Runaway Chimps, On With the Chase, and Jeff and 
the Fourteen Eyes, have established her as a writer-illustrator, sees the two mongrels 
through the finish line to a happy conclusion. Lively illustrations and an enthu- 
siastic text establish Dan and Sandy firmly in the reader's sympathy as two beguiling 
waifs of dogdom. Just enough suspense and pathos for the pre-school audience. (3/11. 


LC :59-5538) 
READ ALOUD 


Belting, Natalia M. Holt 
CAT TALES $2.75 


An unusual collection of’ legends drawn from the folklore of a wide range 
of peoples and all dealing with cats. From Africa to Asia (India, Ceylon, Japan) 
© to the Polynesian islands and the South Pacific, to the Near East, to Rumania and 
Tuscany and Scotland- these tales are symbolic of the beliefs of the people- and the 
reverence in which the cat is so often held. Good story telling material for schools 
and libraries. Illustrated by Leo Summers. (5/? LC:59-7571) 
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Fraser, Beatrice & Ferrin Little, Brown 
A SONG IS BORN Cloth; 8"x10"-$2.50 


A rather haphazard exposition of music, illustrated attractively in color by @ 
Nora S. Unwin. The authors attempt to ascribe the birth of song to an uncontrollable 
impulse on the part of prehistoric man to express his joy at the dawn of a beautiful new 
day. Following this rather unorthodox course, they do manage to convey considerable de- 
tail regarding the family of instruments, notation, and sound production. Clearly written, 
@ good introduction, but not much more. (3/11. LC:59-5269) 


NINE TO TWELVE- FICTION 


Underhill, Ruth Coward -McCann 
BEAVER BIRD $3.00 


Twelve-year-old Beaverbird's captivity by the Shellnoses begins as a painful 
ordeal. But gradually his life on the Washington coast among a new tribe becomes filled 
with meaning and adventure as he masters the skills of his captors, a great fishing tribe. 
The story of his transition from slave to free man, his affection for his captors and his 
unique friendship with a young wolf are set in the West before the advent of the white man. 
Dr. Underhill, an anthropologist, fills her story with authentic detail of Indian tribal 
life, incorporating economic, cultural and social detail into a tender story of adolescence. 
Illustrated in black and white by Bob Gartland, Beaver bird is a refreshing departure from 
the more familiar stories of Indian life in context of a rising white civilization. (4/2. 
LC : 59-5229) 


Popham, Hugh Criterion 
THE FABULOUS VOYAGE OF THE PEGASUS $3.25 


* High adventure and broad farce mark this unusual nautical fantasy. Into a 
watery, antique world of sea demons and brave salts is launched the gallant Pegasus, a @ 


yacht of slim beauty. The adventures and misadventures of her whimsical crew as they face 
the wrath of the angry sea in its indictment of them for having slain the albatross is woven 
into a gallant pattern here of mock heroics and familiar sea fancy. Graham Oakley's black 
and white illustrations add eloquence to this highly literate, uniquely imaginative ad- 
venture. (3/20. LC:59-6591) 


Olgin, Joseph Houghton, Mifflin 
BATTERY FEUD $2.50 


When Dexter Winston graduates from the Little League into the Babe Ruth League, 
it is with three strikes against him: an injured spine, the fact that he is younger than 
his teammates, and the intense animosity the hitter, Biff, feels for the precocious pitcher. 
Using basebail as a backdrop, Joseph Olgin tells a story of youthful clashes and aspirations-- 
a boy's dream that he will walk again, Biff's maniacal desire to play professional baseball, 
Dexter's compulsion to overcome his spinal handicap. And within the context of the game, 
all three resolve their problems and learn the wisdom of compassion. Lots of baseball 
action, generously embellished with melodrama. (4/14. LC:59-5197) 


McAlpine, Helen & William Walck 
JAPANESE TALES AND LEGENDS $3.50 


* These twenty-eight tales of Japan, scrupulously retold by the authors, will be 
savored for the imagination, humor, and drama they incorporate. And for those who would 
understand the mythology of Japan, that literary and metaphysical tradition which is so 
brilliantly manifest in the No Drama, Kabuki, Japanese art and the vast literature of 
Japanese novels, this anthology is the open sesame to a world of god-like men and manly 
gods; a world in which the imaginative exploration of reality has been for a thousand years 
the chief pursuit of artist and artisan. Refreshingly free of any mannered attempt at 
exoticism, the authors approach these folk tales and epics with a directness worthy of their 
subject. Illustrated in black and white by Kiddell-Monroe. (3/11) 
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NOTE 


[hrough an error, due to the probable mislabelling of a galley, the report on TIM'S 
MOUNTAIN by Rutherford G. Montgomery which appeared on page 91 of the February ist 
wssue of the bulletin did not apply to this title. Will you please disregard this 
report. We are now running a new report on TIM'S MOUNTAIN and on THE SECRET OF 
CROSSBONE HILL ty Wilson Gage which are the two books in question. 


Gage, Wilson World 
THE SECRET OF CROSSBONE HILL $2.95 


David Vance and his younger sister, ten-year-old Kathy, enthusiastically 
plunge into their summer activities on the coast of South Carolina. But long days 
of swimming, crabbing, and watching the lively bird and animal life of the beach are 
not enough, and the two reach eagerly toward the promise of a more conventional ad- 
venture when it appears to them that they have found evidence of pirates and buried 
treasure. The treasure turns out to be a brood of cattle egrets, jealously guarded. 
by a bird enthusiast, and their discovery proves sufficient reward to the two chil- 
dren. Sea, sand, and sun permeate this believable account of the young Vances' summer 
with its bonus of ornithological detail, made vivid by the animated writing of Wilson 
Gage. Mary Stevens' black and white illustrations go far to emphasize the atmosphere 
of the summer seashore. (3/10. LC:59-5920) 


Montgomery, Rutherford CG. | World 
TIM'S MOUNTAIN $2.95 


Rutherford Montgomery, a prodigious writer of books on the American west, 
tells here a story of ten-year-old Tim and his uncle, set on the slopes of California's 
Santa Cruz mountains. Filled with enthusiasm for the indigenous wildlife of his 
mountain, little Tim's days are unperturbed but for three considerations; the need to 
attend the valley school, an infatuation for a privileged young lady, and a fierce 
loyalty for a little raccoon. When all circumstances contrive against Tim's keeping 
the animal for a pet, he is driven to use that ingenuity which one learns following 
the mountain trails. All this makes a tender story, enriched by Rutherford Montgomery's 
unique understanding of his locale and the creatures native to it. Black and white 
illustrations by Julian de Miskey. (3/10. LC:59-6657) 


NINE TO TWELVE- NON-FICTION 
Pilkington, Roger Abelard -Schuman 
HOW BOATS GO UPHILL $2.50 


Written by a former research genetecist at Cambridge University and author 
of Commodore, this is an explicit description of shiplocks, their importance and how 
they operate. Gordon Cullen's fluid black and white line drawings strengthen a lucid 
study which begins with a general historical and technical survey of the question and 
ultimately dwells on the vast network of American and European canals. Of obvious 
interest to any child who has ever asked "But how does it work?" (3/23. LC:59-5245) 


Doss, Helen Little, Brown 
THE REALLY REAL FAMILY $2.75 


Helen Noss' family is already known to the American reader as a result of 
her appealing other books, 4 Brother the Size of Me (a juvenile) and The Family 
Nobody Wanted (aduit). In this book for younger readers she writes through the voice 
of one of her adopted children, Elaine, a Hawaiian, who with her sister, recently 
became a member of that vast and heterogeneous family. Elaine's misgivings, her joy 
at being adopted, her adjustment to her new family are all told in simple childlike 
terms and illustrated with a series of touching and revealing photographs. A children's 
book which will draw a responsive smile from many an admiring adult. This brackets 
two age groups- the Hasy feading - at a third grade level could readily handle it. 
(3/26. LC:59-5280) 
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Pine, Tillie S. & McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey House 
Levine, Joseph SOUNDS ALL AROUND “(iim $2.50 


Sound, its manifestations and causes, is the subject of this lively text by 
the authors of Magnets. Gaily illustrated in red and black by Bernice Myers, Sounds 
All Around Us base their accoustical study on experiences comfortably within the realm of 
the young reader's everyday experience, differentiating between sounds of various origins, 
and wherever possible using the home as a laboratory for experimentation. A fruitful 
investigation which will entertain as it instructs. (Publ. LC:58-59668) 


Frankel, Lillian and Godfrey Sterling 
101 BEST NATURE GAMES AND PROJECTS $2.50 


A variety of simple but stimlating projects which have at their source some 
fact of natural science. What to do when lost in the woods; how to maintain an aquarium; 
planting a garden; how to distinguish poisonous plants. Each project teaches the ini- 
tiate some specific bit of information which contains within it the germ of a laboratory 
experiment. A stimulating departure from the more passive form of nature study, an oppor- 
tunity for the young reader to achieve a tangible grasp of the subject. (4/2) 


Gottlieb, Gerald Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF FRANCE $1.95 


A compact compendium of France, this text stresses the immense variation within 
that small but vigorous country. The urbanity of Paris, the cold beauty of Savoy, the 








dreamlike castles of the Loire, the obscure dignity of Brittany, all these are methodically 


indicated in an efficient, if somewhat disappointingly lacklustre, way. Black and white 
illustrations by Alan Moyler. (4/2? LC:59-5256) 


Schiffer, Don Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF BASKETBALL $1.95 


Written by an ex-college basketball star, this text combines the most explicit 


factual analysis of the game with the personal enthusiasm of a participant player. Diagram- 


atically illustrated by Julio Granda, /he First Book of Basketball introduces the reader to 
the various rules of the game and instructs him in matters of strategy, technique, scoring, 
and the means of acquiring specific skills. A popular sport, basketball finds a practical 
handbook in this First Book, a manual suitable for both players and fans. (3/? LC:59-5254) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Treece, Henry Criterion 
PERILOUS PILGRIMAGE $325 


* Henry Treece, author of Men of the Hills, The Road to Miklagard, and Viking's 
Dawn lends a superbly confident sense of time and events to this poignant portrayal of the 
Children's Crusade. Set in the year 1212, Treece recalls the fate of two noble children, 
Alys and Geoffrey de Villacours, as they, deeply moved by the words of Stephen of Cloyes, 
join that group of young pilgrims, who in their religious devotion face incredible danger 
and frustration. The betrayal of the children, their imprisonment by the Moslems, the 
failure of the decisive miracles to occur are told here in a richly emphatic prose, which 
despite the author's thesis that this daring undertaking was a misguided failure, sustains 
a feeling of unique spirituality and grandeur. A fortunate union of poetry, prose and 
history. (3/20. LC:59-6131) 
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Klipsch, Leona Dodd, Mead 
TREASURE YOUR LOVE $2.75 


Liese Ann Hager, at sixteen, vigorously assaults the problem of how to be 
popular. Motivated, at first, by the pure desire to be accepted, she comes close to 
losing her true identity. But her violent lunge toward universal acceptability becomes 
tempered with insight as she and her family learn to modulate their social appetites 
with sensitivity and common sense. A realistic and penetrating story of teen-age ad- 
justment to work and romance, an amusing presentation of the conflict between the 
desire for total approbation and the need to find oneself. Humor and enthusiasm 
“a an essentially bitter dilemma into a pleasant domestic romp. (4/27. LC :59- 

Ol 


Edwards, Bertram McKay 
THE MYSTERY OF BARROWMEAD HILL $2.75 


Fourteen-year-old David Thomas' proposed camping trip at the English seaside 
town of Barrowmead turns into a bizarre series of adventures when he attempts to make 
Barrowmead Hill a camping site. Why does the entire village conspire against his 
venture? The answer is a compound of greed and archaeology which David, with the help 
of his buddy, Tom Burnett, ultimately unravels. A full plot made vivid by good des- 
criptive writing--a mystery of action and atmosphere whose roots are well entrenched 
in the British tradition of Victorian Gothic. Illustrated by Arnold Spilka. (4/? 


LC 359-5115) 


Sprague, Rosemary Walck 
DANCE FOR A DIAMOND STAR $3.50 


Based on the life of Maria Lechinska, contemporary of Louis XV and one of 
Europe's most illustrious ballerinas, this is a gripping if familiar story of art, 
love and sacrifice. The dancer was plagued by those closest to her, an adoring 
nobleman, a dictatorial father, a vindictive friend, and an aging and jealous teacher. 
And just when it seems too much to bear, her love of the dance triumphs and she 
rejects the life of the court for a dedicated career.... Good contemporary period 
detail and much interesting data on the technical considerations of a ballerina give 
substance to a recognizable melodrama. (4/15. LC:59-5541) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Jukes, J. D. Abelard -Schuman 
ZETA $2.75 


* In an age which is acknowledgedly "atomic", the pursuit of atomic research 
in the interests of peaceful productivity is reassuring. In this concise and remark- 
ably clear text, J. D. Jukes explains the principles and progress of the Zeta research 
project: the British research endeavor to harness energy for the sun which will serve 
as the fuel of tomorrow. The immense problems facing the researchers and the encour- 
aging strides made to date are meticulously reviewed within a general context of atomic 
theory. Iucid:and timely, a substantial contribution to the understanding of con- 
temporary scientific enterprise. Introduction by Sir George Thomson. Black and white 
line illustrations by G. Gibbons. (3/30. LC:59-5914) 


Grant, Dr. Madeleine P. McGraw-Hill -Whittlesey 
LOUIS PASTEUR: Fighting Hero of Science $3.50 


Despite the available material on this popular chemist and bacteriologist, 
Dr. Madeleine Grant's biography makes a further contribution. Writing both as a 
biographer and a scientist, she goes into much specific detail regarding Pasteur's 
work with vaccines, fermentation and microbes, and combines a precise scientific 
analysis with a well-paced story of his personal life. A portrait of a man of super- 
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lative stature is achieved- without ever jeopardizing its coolly objective point of view, 
and it should be a rewarding supplement to the high school science curriculum. Illustrated 
with photographs and diagrams. (4/? LC:59-8539) © 


Hinkins, Virginia McGraw-Hill, Whittlesey 
STONEWALL'S COURIER: The Story of Charles Randolph and General Jackson $3.00 


* At sixteen, Charles Randolph, son of a prominent Virginia family, was obsessed 
by the desire to participate in the war between the states. Of slight build, young Charles 
matched other men's size with unique courage, ultimately becoming the courier of Andrew 
Jackson. Integrated into this moving tale of a young man's patriotism, loyalty, and turmoil 
is a searching account of the Confederate side. Based on fact, within a framework of con- 
vincing adventure, the story explores the valor and violence of war as it dramatically af- 
fected this distinguished young American. (4/% LC:59-8541) 


Archibald, Joe Messner 
THE BILLY MARTIN STORY $2.95 


Billy Martin, the kid from the wrong side of the tracks in Berkeley,California, 
inherited a fierce agressiveness, which in his world was a key to survival. This story of 
the evolution of his desire to win from an amorphous hostility to a formidable instinct of 
sportsmanship makes for an interesting biographical study. Fans will find this detailed 
account of a great second baseman irresistible, and the reader with a less partisan interest 
in baseball will find much of human interest in this well documented account of a fighter 
and a winner. Illustrated with photographs. (4/? LC:59-7007) 

Cooke, David C. ‘ Messner 

' TECUMSEH: Destiny's Warrior $2.95 


Tecumseh, a Shawnee warrior and chieftain, excelled in the arts of battle but @ 

dedicated his life to peace. His profound desire to unite the American Indian tribes into 
one powerful federation, his courage to hold back the fist in favor of the word, his pathetic 
dedication to a cause against which history and accident conspired, mark him as an American 
of outstanding proportion. Adorned with the detail of the period and its folklore, this is 
a rich and compassionate biography which, while entertaining, gives insight into pioneer 
America and one of its great figures. (8/2 LC :59-7011 ) 

Sor 

“a 


Miner, Lewis S. Messner 
FRONT LINES AND HEADLINES $2.95 


Novelist, playwright, and a fabulous journalist, Richard Harding Davis' life was 
no less colorful than this engrossing biography by Lewis S. Miner. Of a distinguished 
literary background, extremely handsome and urbane, Davis made his career at the apex of 
Hearstian yellow journalism. Single-mindedly devoted to the presentation of important facts, 
he mingled freely in the world of kings, gangsters, and military men, participating, by 1916, 
in a half dozen wars. A man who straddled his world with vigor and confidence, he is treated 
with energetic enthusiasm by the author in his portrait of a-man of heroic action and un- 
compromising thought. Well paced and meticulously researched. (4/2 LC :59-7137) 

A 
Noble, Iris . Messner 
THE DOCTOR WHO DARED: William Osler $2.95 


Iris Noble, biographer of Clarence Darrow, Joseph Pulitzer, and Nellie Bly, turns 
in this biography. to a man whose life was dedicated toward more humane and effective 
medical practices. Canadian born, Sir William Osler, even as a child was fascinated by the @ 
workings of the human body, but to an idealistic medical student the hospitals of the mid- 
nineteenth century were stages on which were enacted appalling dramas. His unflinching 
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efforts to manifest reforms, his insistence that hospitals must be run expertly, 
scientifically, and with the ultimate comfort of the patient perpetually in mina, 
lifted the calibre of institutional medicine from that of the slaughter house. A 
factual and compact biography which efficiently integrates medical detail with ani- 
mated biography. J.L.G. (4/? LC:59-7139) 
70 
Shapiro, Milton J. Messner 
THE PHIL RIZZUTO STORY $2.95 


Phil Rizzuto's story is not only the story of a great shortstop and a 
great baseball personality, it is the story of a small man's fierce determination to 
do big things. Written by the author of Roy Campanella, Warren Spahn, Jackie 
Robinson, and Sal Maglie, this biography captures, within its span of a sixteen year 
career, some of the great moments of American baseball. Milton Shapiro not only 
writes confidently of the man as an athlete, but,as in his previous books, portrays 
his subject with dramatic insight. A tribute to an unflinching athlete and to the 
sport he so brilliantly served. Of interest to fans and to all readers who are 
attracted by accounts of contemporary valor. (U/RQ 94 


Leonard, Jonathan N. World -Rainbow 
EXPLORING SCIENCE $4.95 


* Written by a science editor of [ime magazine, Exploring Science offers the 
student a lucid and comprehensive survey of the entire field which he will later, in 
a more detailed form, have occasion to investigate. The first half of this current 
compendium deals with the physical universe and its origins--the sun, the planets, 
the moon, the atmosphere, the elements, and all the physical components of life in 
the universe. The second portion treats man's investigation and manipulation of 
scientific forces--chemistry, physics, theory, etc. Illustrated with 140 illustrations, 
over half of which are in color, this is a handsome and substantial contribution to 
the library of scientific literature on an elementary level. (3/24. LC:58-9422) | 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Chinn, Laurence Crown 
THE UNANOINTED $4.95 


An April Literary Guild selection, this highly creditable first novel 
centers on Joab, King David's cousin and Commander of his army. Encompassing the 
period from Saul's kingship to the anointing of Solomon, The Unanointed is singularly 
full of scenes of battle, uniquely evocative in its presentation of momentous ex- 
perience, and skillfully convincing in its characterization. An intriguing insight 
into the lives of prominent biblical characters and their motives. F.R. p. 150. 


(3/27. LC:58-12877) 


Mason, F. Van Wyck Doubleday 
THE YOUNG TITAN $5.95 


A story of America as a young continent, set in Maine in the 1740's. Strife 
brought about by the French and English, conflict with the Indians, the hardship of 
severe winters--all related in the close panorama of events in which characters and 
personality are subordinated to history. Highly readable, and despite its lack of 
characterization, well plotted. F.R. p. 155. (3/e3%. LC:59-7912) 


6: /8 
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Peters, William Doubleday 
THE SOUTHERN TEMPER $3.95 ® 

* An intensive, far-reaching study of the mental and moral climate of today's 
South. Supporting the contention that the appearance of a solid South in resistance to 
desegregation is illusory, William Peters examines the diversity of opinion and reaction 
among the various Southern pressure groups, and through his probing analysis arrives at 
a@ provocative diagnosis and prognosis of the situation below the Mason Dixon line. An 
important book which raises questions unabashedly and goes far to answer them. F.R. p. 173. 


(4/2 LC:59-7916) 


Penrose, Roland Harper 
PICASSO: His Life and Work $6.00 


* A biography of Picasso written by Roland Penrose, friend and associate of the 
artist, who is currently organizing a retrospective exhibit of Picasso's works for the 
Tate gallery. Fully cognizant of the influence of Picasso's origin upon his work, Penrose, 
in this biography, illustrated with two hundred photographs, presents a bold canvas of a 
titan, his immense contribution, and the inevitable marriage between the life and work of 
a great creative spirit. A definitive work, elaborately illustrated. F.R. p. 173. (4/29) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Fine, Dr. Benjamin & 
Fine, Lillian Putnam 
HOW TO GET THE BEST EDUCATION FOR YOUR CHILD $3.95 @ 


Written by the Education editor of the New York Times, and his wife, this account 
of the child's education,from nursery school through college, is addressed to that large 
group of uninformed but concerned parents. The Fines' approach is constructive as they 
discusses means of home aids, methods of determining the caliber of schools, curriculun, 
texts, the predicament of teachers, and the evaluation of the student's capacities. Highly 
illuminating, clearly expressed. F.R. p. 165. (4/17. LC:59-6850) 


RELIGIOUS JUVENILES 


Malcolmson, Anne Houghton, Mifflin 
MIRACLE PLAYS $3.00 


Anne Malcolmson, author of Mister Stormalong and Yankee Doodle’s Cousin, intro- 
duces the medieval miracle play in the form of seven dramatized stories based on biblical 
themes. Noah, Abraham, Christ, Saint Nicholas and Herod are the dramatis personae in 
these plays which are at once funny and devout. Although Anne Malcolmson's prosody--a vast 
simplification of the ingenious original texts--deprives the plays of much of their intricate 
inventiveness and comic force, it is a real service that this literature be revived and 
introduced into the reading repertoire of the school child. For here is a tradition that 
contains within it much which is most vigorous and fruitful in the English language, a tradi- 
tion which to a large extent has been obscured by later trends. Illustrated by Pauline 
Baynes, these plays are appropriate for reading and for presentation in schools and churches. 


(4/14) @ 
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MUST BOOKS 
May 4 


Buck, Pearl John Day 
COMMAND THE MORNING $4.50 


* For the first time, so far as I know, the internal struggle of men and women 
in the conquest of the atom has been presented. There have been several moving novels 
built around man's inward struggle, his resistance to the thing that was driving him 
forward to world destruction. This time the most revealing parts of the story are those 
which weigh the results in terms of marriages, of private lives, of homes that are brok- 
en by dedication of the scientists to the primal forces - by remoteness from the things 
of daily life that constitute marriage. The story revolves around two marriages- Burton 
Hall, an older man who is the scientific head of the project, and Molly who puts up with 
his foibles; and his chief assistant, young Stephen Coast, passionately in love with 
Helen, whose complete remoteness from his world is a delight- until he needs desperately 
someone to whom he can talk, during the years when the band of silence is imposed from 
above; and Jane, woman and scientist, to whom both men are irresistibly drawn. While 
names are altered, Oak Ridge, Los Alamos, and so on are easily identifiable, and some 
of the characters take on the identities of real figures. The story builds in mounting 
intensity to Hiroshima and Nagasaki - and the violence of reaction thereafter. Mrs. 
Buck has not only succeeded in compassing the scientific aspects of the subject, but 
has made us live in the minds and hearts and emotions of the people who brought it about. 
(LC: 59-7169) . 

May 14 


Janeway, Elizabeth Doubleday 
THE THIRD CHOICE $3.95 


* The story of a search into the human heart told on two levels of characteriza- 
tion, in two generations reach of time. Using a frame which might have resulted in arti- 
ficialty, Mrs. Janeway has succeeded in bringing to life two women:- an elderly auto- 
crat, accustomed to admiration, obedience to her whims, acceptance of her authority, 
and now held in the vise of physical immobility- Mrs. Belchamber; and her niece, Lorraine 
de Koning, whose proper husband, Herbert, was able to reduce her to terror by his scath- 
ing criticism of her inadequacies. Aunt Di's invalidism- after a life filled to over- 
flowing, brought the two women to a crisis - the one needing desperately to find,in her 
past, foundations for an unacceptable present; the other needing as desperately a pattern 
for a future in which she held control. A third factor in the person of young Dr.Savage, 
self made and still carrying the chip of his slum background, his social inadequacies. 

He succeeds in rousing his patient's violent anger, in disturbing the surface of calm 

of the niece, and losing his own somewhat uncontrolled temper- but the whole imbroglio 
provides a springboard for each of them. Aunt Di's story is told largely in a notebook 
she fills with the outpouring of her own odyssey of fifty years; Lorraine grows up. 
through her new found passion and finds that she can make decisions on a mature level. 

It is an absorbing study of personalities- of unexpected parallels- of growth, the whole 
told more through the unfolding of though and emotion than through action, thought the 
action carries them from New York and New England to London and the continent, and spans 
half a century and two wars. A provocative choice of the Book-of-the-Month. 
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Fiction March 1, 1959 
Swing High- Swing Low 


It would seem that Spring publishing has left the recent plateau for a few high spots,- the © 
two MUST BOOKS (above); a welcome return of Ruth Suckow in THE JOHN WOOD CASE (Viking); a 
surely popular man's book by Al Morgan- ONE STAR GENERAL (Rinehart) - and a few that would 


seem to hit a new low. See section following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


March 24 


Fuller, Roy Macmillan 
THAT DISTANT AFTERNOON $3.95 


This is a sensitive shading of a new boy's accommodation, which is not without 
its private questioning, to a small British boarding school where Gerald Bracher, after his 
mother's abandonment, is placed. An overserious boy, filled with "inward unease", Gerald 
tries to accept the professed firm moral aims of its Headmaster which only provide cover 
for a narrowness of mind and heart, and a pennywise administration of a school which is 
running downhill. There is his welcome reprieve from the terror of a boxing tournament- 
when the weights are stolen; his anxious attempts to "rehabilitate" himself with the Head- 
master after his first embarrassing reproofs; his own prurient curiosity- ungratified by 
the books he selects from the library; his speculations after the discovery that Mr. Percy- 
a teacher- is in love with the Headmaster's daughter; his friendship with the younger, 
eccentric Slade, which brings its undeserved disapproval- as well as Bracher's awareness of 
the arbitrary nature of authority..... Mr. Fuller is a writer of extreme sensitivity and 
ironic discernment- not necessarily negotiable assets; and his small story is transcribed 
with taste and tenderness, with no insinuation of sentimentality. 


March 27 @ 


Courage, James Putnam 
A WAY OF LOVE $3-75 


A recognized, if within areas of rejection, deviation, this deals with passion 
between men and follows Bruce Quantock's affair with young Philip Dill. Bruce, no stranger 
in the land of Sodom, and a reputable architect, has had early knowledge of the expression 
of his private face, has known conquests and disappointments in his alliances, and, ina 
chance meeting with Philip, has found a quarry to be desired. When Philip responds, there 
are the arguments, the wooing - and pursuing, and the final establishment of a mutual life 
in which Philip will tolerate no part of Bruce's "frothy" circle - but, eventually in 
meeting, knowing the bizarre Victor, the "married" Wallace and Martin, and - on the other 
side, the understanding Helen Vincent, Philip accepts the relationship, while following his 
‘own ambitions to be a landscape gardener. An unanswerable question about the propriety of 
their relationship sends Philip away and leaves Bruce, at fifty, with gratefulness for their 
association. Men of a certain kind, achieving their "hungers of a nature I happen to delight 
in sharing with other animals", this will turn bluenoses bluer - in spite of its disinterested 
intent. Marketable - if questionably. (LC:59-7852) (Q) 


April 9 


Madoc, Perry Viking 
DAYS AND MOMENTS QUICKLY FLYING $3.75 


Given to sophistry, Oliver Ventnor returns home, clouded by a check forgery, and 
his further wanderings, far from the straight and narrow precepts of his rectory background, 
have their effects on his father, the Reverend William and Oliver's lovely, bumbly mother ® 
Isabel. "Attractive, ever so romantic, sort of wicked and charming - just like films", he 
seduces Daisy, gets a job at a progressive boys' school (which soon goes to seed), is 
pursued by - and succumbs to - his brother Sebastian's fiancee, gets into a racket, is 
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arrested and headed toward reality in prison. Sebastian's death, Oliver's release and 
his attempt at suicide send him back to his parents and their gentle, forgiving recep- 
tion leads him back on a tack that releases his basic honesty for he realizes that he 
is a "moralist rebelling against moralism". Open, understanding young Hermione and 
the chance to use talents never developed are his keys for the future. What starts 
off with the new - if perhaps by now tired - look of a "mature lack of rectitude” 

ends up with a note of pleasant hope - not only for the reader but for that particular 
generation which has been scrutinized so often. (LC: 59-8352) 


April 13 


Putnam, Clay McGraw-Hill 
THE RUINED CITY $4.95 v 


Tom Staples at thirty sits in his New York flat and waits for the evenings to 
come, when he unsuccessfully tries to get drunk. He is a kind of modern, beat-genera- 
tion remittance -man (more intelligent than most), separated from his wife and child, 
from his father, and from life itself. In a baffled, unexcited way he wonders about 
his parents and himself, and this provides the substance of the novel. It begins in 
Oklahoma, with his handsome, discontented young father Joe, son of an oil millionaire, 
trying to persuade the lovely, white-blonde Lilly, Tom's mother, to abandon her rest- 
less dreams of resuming a Hollywood career. The parents wander through life seeking 
for involvement and identity, and always arriving either too soon or too late,until the 
three are reunited in a ruined city in Occupied Germany. Tom, now grown up, sleeps 
with his father's German mistress and dabbles in the black market for want of anything 
better to do. Lilly, now dying of cancer, and Joe, who has a military government post, 
try to save him and so save themselves. Tom is arrested and sent home, his mistress 
commits suicide, Lilly dies without dramatics, and Joe has a heart attack and retires 
to live in Oklahoma with his aged father and himself become aged... But there is little 
structure to this long and rather too wordy story. The characterizations are effective- 
ly established, and explored with sympathy; but they never get anywhere. There is rest- 
less movement, but little action; it is a well-written, intelligent, and sometimes 
engrossing book with a number of convincingly real scenes. But the sum total is finally 
as unsatisfying to the reader as to Tom himself, for the fundamental whys and where- 
fores of these three unusual people remain unanswered. (LC: 59-8538) 


April 202 \ 


Condon, Richard McGraw-Hill 
THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE $4.95 


A successor to last year's The Oldest Confession (Appleton-Century) is again 
an extraordinary- but not altogether impossible- adventure story in which a broad dis- 
play of originality and savage caricature provides some brash to brutal effects. Ray- 
mond Shaw, a strange sort, not only hard to like but impossible to like, is a member of 
@ patrol in Korea which is taken captive by the Communists for four days, during which 
Shaw is brainwashed into strangling one and shooting another of its members, witnessed 
by all. While all of them are to some extent hypnotized into collusion with Shaw, so 
that they return home to help him secure a Congressional Medal of Honor, only Shaw is 
selected to continue as the Soviet “human weapon". His Captain and only friend, Ben 
Marco, suspects what has happened when he submits to ravaging nightmares- shared by 
the other returnees- and tries to pursue what is diagnosed as an "infection of the 
imagination". Shaw, under the control of an operative, is forced to kill again and 
again; when left alone, he tries to fight his politically ambitious mother and the 
McCarthyish Governor, then Senator, she has chosen as a second husband. And while 
Marco tries to forestall the violence he fears- Shaw continues unchecked to destroy 
the only girl he has loved along with those he hates....Even if this gets a little out 
of hand, a brass-knuckled prose helps to bear down on some of the more frightening 
phenomena projected in the form of an entertainment. (LC: 59-8533) 
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April 22 


Dick, Philip K. Lippincott @ 
TIME OUT OF JOINT $3.50, 


This is a fast moving excursion into a fantasy world of the future. Ragle Gum, 
46, lived with his sister Margo and his brother-in-law Vincent and earned his living by 
consistently winning a daily newspaper contest labeled Where Will the Little Green Man Be 
Next? Ragle has moments when his world, recognizably 1959, disappears; he is left alone, 
seemingly thrust through a hole in the universe, and in place of his surroundings he finds 
cryptic pieces of paper - one word messages. After an attempted escape, Ragle and Vincent 
break through the borders of the town, discover that the year is actually 1998 and that 
for three years a civil war has been raging between the moon colonists - lunatics-and the 
earth isolationists. Ragle's heightened ability to discern patterns had been used to 
predict and prepare for colonist missiles. When he became convinced that the colonists were 
right and tried to join them he was brainwashed by the isolationists, regressed to scenes 
of his childhood and continued his predictions, through the contest, without ethical con- 
flicts. His escape is deviously engineered and the outcome of the war guarantees to be a 
compromise. Perching on the rim of the real and the unreal, precariously vacillating, this 
effort is marred by some obvious, unexplained and distracting inconsistencies. (LC:59-7775) 


April 23 


Gold, Herbert Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE OPTIMIST $4 .50 


This is the story of Burr Fuller from 1941 when he was seventeen through 1956. 
The first section takes him through his first year in college, the second carries him ©} 


through the war, and the third covers the campaign year when he runs for Congress from 
Detroit, faces the progressive unhappiness and disintegration of his marriage to his college 
sweetheart, his growing estrangement from his children, and a love affair to make up for all 
of this strain,isolation. It is an intimate examination in great detail of lovelessness 

when too much is expected of love, of loneliness when too much is expected of communion, 

and of ambition when too little is thought of responsibility and understanding. As such it 

is interesting. But as executed here it is verbose and often repetitive. There are brilliant 
short set pieces, funny, touching, sharp, which suggest that Mr. Gold is a short story 

writer and needs the discipline of that form to achieve success. As a novelist his lack of 
control tends to weaken the total effect of what he is trying to say. (LC:59-6475) 


April 2h 


Wilson, Erle Criterion 
ADAMS OF THE BOUNTY $3.95 


The story of H.¥.S. Bounty and the fate of the ill-assorted group of mutineers 
on Pitcairn's Island told from the point of view of seaman John Adams who, according to 
this novel, planned the mutiny and became the patriarch of Pitcairn's Island after a dread- 
ful series of massacres. History agrees with the author's estimate of Captain Bligh rather 
than the Nordhoff and Hall version and it seems reasonable to presume that the role and 
character of Fletcher Christian as here displayed is also correct. But right or wrong, 
the story of the Bounty and its mutineers loses nothing in retelling and though this novel 
doesn't generate the excitement and suspense of the classic account, it is still a first- 
rate adventure story of the sea and the Pacific Ocean's island paradises. (LC:59-8099) ®@ 
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April 30 


Temple, Willard Crown 
EVERY DAY IS SUNDAY $3.50 


...for retired couples in Florida, or so it seemed to Sam Jessup, 51, whose 
wife, Jean persuaded him to retire before they were too old to enjoy it. Sam had been 
the founder and mainstay of the Jessup Paint Co. in the midwest, never could find time 
for anything but the business, while Jean, the author of children's books, busied her- 
self with little projects of self-improvement. Their son was in the air force, their 
Caughter recently married and Sam reluctantly agreed to sell out and resettle on 
Florida's west coast. The obvious point of this well-meaning but cliche-ridden novel 
is that without a purpose in life, however indefinable or even indefensible, daily ex- 
istence has no meaning. Sam and Jean become disoriented in the “tropics” - Jean takes 
up with an arty set whom Sam considers phony, he begins to drink too much, loses inter- 
est in his golf which had always been a bonus pleasure for him. Finally accepting 
tneir retirement as more than a vacation, Jean begins a new book and Sam buys a paint 
store. An inconsequential combination of the hackneyed and the trite, this effort most 
often resembles the T.V. weekly “situation” at its most insipid. (LC: 59-9168) 


Coleman, Lonnie {| David McKay 
SAM [ $2.95 


Lonnie Coleman, who has used a rather delicate approach in dealing with deli- 
cate subjects (miscegenation, etc.) in earlier novels- all on other lists- now deals 
with homosexuality in terms (porno)graphic enough to amount to an indecent exposure 
of the love of man for man.....Sam is a sad one, a publisher of some repute, a man of 
some integrity, looking for a relationship which is stable. Over and above the moral 
worthlessness of the young men he attracts, most recently Walter Roland, there is his 
continuing attachment to Addie, a young woman he has loved- not as a woman- for many 
years. Walter walks out on Sam- for an aging actress who will give him a part in her 
play if he serves as her gigolo; Addie breaks with her husband, after a squalid fight 
which costs her her baby; she finds a more possible future with another man, and for 
Sam too there's hope as he finds a steadier successor to Walter in a middle-aged 
doctor.... While the intentions here are presumably to attract sympathy for the homo- 
sexual, a second class citizen involved always with third rate characters, there will 
be few who will feel anything except distaste. (Q) 


Lacour, Jose Andre Rinehart 
DEATH IN THAT GARDEN $3.95 


Laid in Amazonia, this uses a minor incident, the execution of a corporal, 
to bring together a group of. people whose walls of isolation are broken down by the 
association into which they are led. Captain Corazon, who condemned the corporal, 
joins Father Strauben, Castin and his deaf and dumb daughter, the whore Djinn, and 
the Jew Goldberg, after Chark, a German,has failed in his efforts to incite the people 
of Cuchazu against the army, and the fugitives are smuggled out by Zotchenko to work 
on his rubber plantation. At a plague infested village they come on Chark whose hunger 
for destruction drives him to kill Zotchenko and imposes on him the responsibility for 
the survival of the rest. Weeks of wandering, without water and food, lead them to 
Chark's treasure, utterly worthless to them, and sickness and killings resolve the 
final. identifications. The rekindling of love and the revelation of faith are under- 
lined by the horrors of a journey completed only by death, and the translation from 
the French, by Humphrey Hare, ably conveys the sense of opening humanity. (LC:59-6566) 
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April ?? 


Enriquez, Emigdio Hill and Wang 
THE DEVIL FLOWER $3.50 





A first novel by a young Filipino writer, this is an intense story of frustrated 
passion. Although in most contexts, the smouldering desire and guilt of the heroine, 
Ercelia, would seem absurdly trite and artificial, set in the curious melange of deeply 
Catholic, remotely oriental Mindanao, it emerges with poignant clarity. Ordained by her 
contemporary villagers as a pararon of purity, the sensual flowering of the attractive 
heroine is met with self flagellation. Her simultaneous death and consummation are filled 
with dark and passionate overtones ot medieval Catholicism and Eastern eroticism. Emigdio 
Enriquez summons all the powers of the blood in his handling of this essentially simple 
story, revealing his climate,in all the complexities of its hybrid vigor, with a sure 
poetic touch. For those who are emotionally still agitated by the death of W.H. Hudson's 
Rima, a banquet of melancnoiy and desire. (LC:59-8153) 


May 2 


Rank, Mary O. Houghton, Mifflin 
A DREAM OF FALLING $2.50 


.-.- triggers Jeannie, after eleven years of unshared sympathy, to murder Ken 
whom she had married out of pity which led to hate, and her story spirals with a consider- 
able fascination through all the only half-remembered fears and fantasies and back to Ken, 
and their child Paul. For the marriage, into which she had been urged by the aunt who 
reared her, which was to be her salvation was only a sentence; Ken takes to bed each week- 
end with migraines, and young Paul is also sickly and whiningly dependent. Only Pam, the 
little girl who had died (because of Ken's negligence) had been someone she could love. @ 
So that the hours following Jeannie's administration of a lethal dose of sedatives to Ken 
are spent in the unhappy, unrepentant recall here; in the mechanics of concealing her act 
from young Paul- who suspects as much, and from the inquiry to follow; and in her final 
appeal to the policeman who is called in on the case for sympathy which the reader can more 
readily give her..... A not altogether bonafide, or believable, psychopathic background to 
murder is balanced by the very ordinary circumstances in which it takes place and it has 
an unmistakable momentum. (LC:59-7297) 





Begner, Edith P. Rinehart 
JUST OFF FIFTH $3.95 


--e- is Number 10, a fair sized apartment house, and this is at first a fairly 
routine inspection of some of its tenants which becomes more eventful in its later stages 
because of Robin Fay, the only youngster in the building. The Fays are one of the younger 
couples, and probably the nicest here; others include the twin sisters, cardiac Mrs. Lesser 
and spinster Miss Forsythe; Hunt Parrish, an older, overbearing man, and his wife who 
leads an empty, busy life as a cover for the children Hunt denied her; the Harewoods who 
move in under the Fays, Maud Harewood- a querulous, ailing novelist. During the course of 
the proceedings here, Maud's grievances against Robin mount and she recruits others in the 
building; there is an elevator accident, in which Mrs. Lesser dies, and Robin is again the 
victim of arbitrary, and imaginary, accusations.... Off to a slow start (any mechanism 
such as this is a delaying action), the book gains in interest as it brings familiarity 
with the people involved, and it is an acceptable first novel. (LC:59-7260) _ 
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May (| 


Tute, Warren Morrow-Sloane 


© THE ROCK $4.50 


Report repeated from the July lst, 1958 bulletin, as follows, when scheduled 
for fall publication on the Ballantine list: "Gibraltar from 1939 to 1941 provides the 
dramatic background of this novel of war, love and intrigue. A varied cast from Gi- 
braltar's Governor through the officers and men of the Royal Navy to the native Gi- 
braltarians enact a plot centering around the romance of Lt. Commander Evers and Grace 
Barbarossa, both unhappily married, and the efforts of Governor General Fortin to pre- 
serve the safety and military strength of Gibraltar. But in spite of the variety of 
characters, plots and subplots of the novel, it is the non-fictional elements of the 
story-- the sea battles, the intricacies of colonial government, the preparations for 
the North African invasion-- which capture and hold the reader's attention and imagina- 
tion." (LC: 59-7410) 

May 7 


Blassingame, Wyatt Doubleday 
LIVE FROM THE DEVIL $4.50 


In 1900 sixteen-year-old Matt Prescott knew what he planned to do with his 
life--cross the runty Florida cattle with Brahma stock and build himself a king-size 
ranch of cattle hardy enough to withstand the Florida heat, wet and ticks, yet meaty 
enough to fetch the prices of Texas cows. En route to gaining his empire Matt fights 
his neighbors who resent his fencing open lands and his modern ranching methods; his 
Cuban wife who resents his many love affairs, and his son who wants a life of his own. 
1945 finds Matt undisputed head of Florida's cattle industry and reconciled with his 
wife and to the death of his son in the war. Cardboard characters move in a rough 
and ready plot that amounts to a western with a difference--the setting and the time. 


(Lc: 59-8257 ) 








Hodder-Williams, Christopher , Doubleday 
CHAIN REACTION 1])1 $3.50 


A child's listlessness, diagnosed as anemia by her doctor, leads an alert 
father to link its cause with some possibly radioactive tins of baked beans, and a 
Similar case in Kenya suggests wider possibilities for contamination to the (British) 
Atomic Energy Authority. The man on the hottest spot is Jack Seff, the chief (and 
most capable) scientist at an atomic energy project in Marsdowne, where an explosion 
had occurred; Seff has problems, with his wife, and with a jealous subordinate, and 
he drinks. But an impartial inquiry is conducted by Arlen Gatt, and the "cancer" in 
a tin can is traced to the sugar in its sauce, to the leakage at Marsdowne and the 
deliberate suppression (the "crime of silence") of a faulty design.... Some of the 
technicalities may trip you up, but you will not be immune to the excitement which 

is real and immediate. (LC: 59-8266) 













Doubleday 
THE VELVET KNIFE $3.95 








Shulman, Irving 


The author of The Big Brokers and The Amboy Dukes presents another indictment 
of Hollywood denizens which is as highly polished and slick as the world it scathingly 
and profusely annotates. Told in the first person by Dick Fleming, a writer who, at 
forty, considered himself finished, this records the rise of a different kind of vil- 
lain - Phil Hammschlager, a shy, reticent fat man who had miraculously become a suc- 
cessful promoter in New York through an assumed unassuming manner and an apparent 
selflessness which was cloying but effectively ingratiating. If Hammschlager had no 
obvious vices he does have a consuming passion - for Mary Scott, the nation's most 
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popular singer, America's symbol of all the girls next door, the girl with whom he is most 
unlikely to succeed. It is Phil who persuades Fleming to return to Hollywood, arranges a 
screenwriting contract for him, even helps him to win back his ex-wife Hilda. In his un- © 
canny, seemingly innocent way Hammschlager manages to cause the suicide of a young actress 
who was distressingly in love with him, damage the career of Mary Scott's fiance and break 
up their romance. Having destroyed almost everyone around him he confesses his adoring 
love to Mary who is mesmerized by his insistence on her purity. By explicitly cataloging 
for him the most depraved scatalogical practices for which she craves she completely de- 
molishes Hammschlager, drives him from her, leaving unresolved for Fleming and her friends, 
the reality of her descriptions. Written with the same effectiveness and professional 
ease as his earlier books. (LC:59-8272) 


May 7 


Roth, Philip Houghton, Mifflin 
GOODBYE, COLUMBUS $3.75 


The world of the American Jew provides the cultural milieu for the title short 
novel and five stories by a young writer familiar to readers of the New Yorker, Esquire, 
Commentary and the Paris Review. The subjects are not unusual--a young man on the make 
socially, intellectually and amorously; love and middle-age; the problems of growing up, 
etc.--But Mr. Roth's treatment of his characters and themes is notable in its intensity, 
masterly fusing of esthetic approaches, Salinger-like ear for dialogue, humor and maturity 
of outlook. A Houghton Mifflin Literary Fellowship Award (and a good deal more literary 
than some recent choices) this is a must for all readers interested in the contemporary 


American literary scene. (LC:59-7579) 
m8 e 


Tabrah, Ruth Putnam 
THE VOICES OF OTHERS $3.95 


A would-be Peyton Place novel about the not very good people of Sable Rapids, 
Wisconsin, and their daily affairs--adultery, suicide, snobbery, callousness, disillusion- 
ment, penny-pinching, keeping up with the Joneses, etc. The story centers around Charlie 
McCoy ("the real McCoy") a brash, bumptious, naive, handsome and stupid go-getter, and his 
determination to meet the right people, make the right business contacts and marry the 
right girl. At the novel's end his singularly thick skin has been pricked to the extent 
that he realizes he is not fortune's darling. Tekla Quistad, rich, sophisticated, witty, 
desirable, promiscuous, won't marry him, but is returning to her New York career leaving 
Charlie to bear the snide comments of Sable Rapid's bottom-pinching bon ton and the guffaws 
of its excessively sweaty proletariat. This is pretty tired material dealt with in a 
rather weary manner and without a character that elicits sympathy except for an aged game 
warden who dies in the first chapter. (LC:59-7805) 


Suckow, Ruth Viking 
THE JOHN WOOD CASE $3.95 


* This is Ruth Suckow's first novel since WVew Hope published in 1942. Set in the 
small town of Fairview, Iowa, during the early 1900's The John Wood Case is a fine and 
delicate examination of character, a sensitive exploration of moral experience. John Wood, 
an exceptionally handsome man of imposing and distinguished appearance, had been for many 
years George Merriam's trusted assistant in the Merriam Insurance and Loan Co. His narriege@D> 
to the invalided Minnie was regarded as ideal: earlier their romance was compared to the 
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Browning's. The Woods' only son, Philip Sidney, was a boy of rare capability and win- 
ning exuberance, easily chosen as the Valedictorian of his senior class. Merriam's 
disclosure of John Wood's embezzlement was substantiated by John's confession and com- 
plicated by the fact that John could never repay the money he had gambled and lost in 
the Chicago stock market. The reaction of the Woods' friends is a:mixture of dis- 
belief, anger, frustration, above all, sadness. Fairview's young minister who had 
relied on Wood as his senior deacon is crushed by the revelation and by his feelings 
of inexperience and inadequacy. Minnie Wood had refused to accept her husband's 
deceit, could only refer to the distasteful fact as a "mistake". It was Philip for 
whom the crisis was most severe. Having respected and idealized his father, he felt 
that he had been abandoned. But it was Philip, who had “moved through life with an 
unconscious princely ease", who best met the challenge of his father's irresponsibility 
and emerged from the unfortunate experience with the beginnings of a mature sense of 
suffering and compassion. A warm and touching book. (LC: 59-8615) 


May 12 


Morgan, Al | Rinehart, 
ONE STAR GENERAL $3.50 


* The myth of the Great Man (1955) is again stripped down to the facts, some 
of them not very nice, when Charley Bronson, General, makes.a hero's return from Korea, 
and Harry Williams, a former war correspondent and columnist, now his press agent and 
official best friend, fills in. So does Margaret, his wife, in her own words an "aging 
tramp" who has used liquor- or men- to balance off the emptiness of her marriage; and 
between the two of them Charley's life is reconstructed through occasional, revealing 
incidents. Dedicated to a career he hated- the Army- by an obligation to his parents, 
destroyed by guilt in the death of the girl he loved- Margaret's sister, Charley had 
been trying ever since to find a man who would "countersign his death warrant"; on 
patrols during the war when he took spectacular risks; later, when in command of a 
repple depple known as Bronson's Bastille he goaded a captain into taking a shot at 
him; and still later in Korea where his indifference to death resulted in.a decisive 
victory which returns him a hero- and for the first time a husband to the woman he had 
married.... A tricky synchronization of the past and the present, this has, along with 
the picturesque vernacularand hard-hitting pace which is to be expected, an undis- 
guised compassion which is not. Make no mistake about its readability! (LC:59-7260) 


May 13 


Coates, Austin Harper 
THE ROAD $4.50 


Driven by a need to match his novelist-wife's prominence, Richard Gracechurch, 
a colonist on an island just off China, undertakes to build a road. In its inception, 
the road promises to bring prosperity to the island and fame to him, but to Sylvia 
Gracechurch it is a potential moat of separation which will lead Richard further into 
the realm of self deception. Determined not to interfere with her husband's attempt 
at self-vindication, Sylvia waits while the jungle interposes its. complex framework 
of will, greed, and reluctance to yield to a Western conception of progress. Ulti- 
mately, the tropical forces of mind and climate turn Richard's dream into a nightmare 
of corruption and ‘violence, and Sylvia, split between her native England and the tropics, 
which she intuitively understands, faces a life of disturbing rootlessness. This first 
novel, urbane in the extreme, revealing and merciless in its summation of the essen- 
tial loneliness of the sensitive individual, will find an enthusiastic audience among 
those kindred to its characters. Lacking in scope of action, The Road, in its self- 
limited capacity, provides an evocative, searching view of the face beneath the mask, 
its one adornment, arresting local color. (IC: 59-6332) 


N 
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May 13 


Bell, Robert Lippincott ® 
THE BUTTERFLY TREE $3.95 


Peter Abbott comes to Moss Bayou, Alabama, to live with his eccentric Aunt 
Billy and attend a local college. He comes across the strange, haunted people who live 
in this place where the real and unreal meet and learns of the butterfly tree which stands 
for different dreams for different people--to the scientist, Miss Claverly, it is a 
natural phenomenon, to Miss Billy it is a thing of magic, to Mr. Bloodgood, in love with 
the beauty of death, it is immortality. Peter finds the tree but realizes that his search 
is not yet over--for the tree in the bayou is a tree of butterflies,not the ideal which 
all people of sensitivity seek eternally. This story of a young man's growing up is 
couched in elaborately conceived symbols and an atmosphere of shiny decadence and poetic 
language that is not likely to appeal to any but a small audience who like their fin de 
siecle updated. (LC:59-7104) 


Ritner, Ann Lippincott 
SEIZE A NETTLE $3.95 


Until the Depression and the death of their father in a mining accident, the 
three Abernathy girls--reckless Eugenia, plump Maggie and fifteen-year-old Jessica--had 
led the lives of wealthy Denver socialites. But now Eugenia has to leave college and use 
her boundless ingenuity to get a job--a highly unsuitable one as secretary to a rich old 
rogue of a mine owner. Maggie elopes with a once prosperous young man who is working as 
a grocery clerk; and their mother takes a job as a saleslady in a store that quickly goes 
bankrupt. Eugenia becomes engaged to a stuffy tycoon, but fortunately on the last page 
‘breaks the engagement and admits she loves her life-long friend, a young lawyer with 
political ambitions. Maggie's husband gets a fine job in California and the mother sets 
out on a career in radio. A romantic novel for the female trade with a more interesting 
background, more believable characters and less sentimentality than most of its kind. 


(LC : 59-7109) 


WHO SAID? QUICK DEAD...SPACE SPED 


April 17 


Aldis, Brian Criterion Books 
STARSHIP $3.50 


The closed environment of a new dark age is disclosed to hunter Roy Complain 
when he breaks out of his tribe and discovers they, and their neighbors, and their enemies, 
are all aboard a spaceship which, having reached its destination, is on a long, doubtful 
return to earth. From the original discovery of their whereabouts to the battles with the 
Forwards and the Outsiders and the rats, with their contacts among the rabbits and the 
moths, Roy is fighting for survival, in spite of traitors - and unknown allies. A challenger, 
after a sticky get-off, in SF. (LC:59-6560) 
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April 25 


Malcolm-Smith, George Doubleday 
IF A BODY MEET A BODY... $2.95 


An enclosed area for the who, when, where, and why of a body in a coal bin 
in a cold water flat building in New York City, isolates a collection of tenants and 
gives Captain Foster a lengthy back-check. Una Bannon, from a literary agency, center 
spots, but revelations about the connections - and the conflicts - between the neigh- 
bors gives Foster his lead-in to a wind-up. Bland. (LC: 59-7968) 


Morrow, Susan Doubleday 
MURDER MAY FOLLOW $2.95 


San Francisco, that favorite haunt of urbanely uneasy characters, is once 
more the setting for a somewhat slow story of a beautiful girl, a melancholy detective 
and a-political big shot with murder in his heart. A pursuit- of the heroine- has no 
palpable cause, and in conclusion is not much more purposeful. Tenuous. (LC:59-7914) 


May 4 


Millar, Margaret Random House 
THE LISTENING WALLS $3.50 


* Amy Kellogg, companioning her highstrung and disagreeable best friend- Wilma- 
to Mexico, does not remember (or does she?) the events of the evening which end with 
Wilma's suicide. Amy disappears, and her brother Gill is sure that her husband Rupert 
(both beneficiaries in her death) has killed her. Strange associates- Rupert's- in- 
volve and implicate him further, but when he returns- with Amy- his innocence, and 
hers, is assured-- except.... As before, aberrant characters and suggestive situations 
provide an expertly tricky combination. (LC: 59-5728) ; 


May 5 


Eberhart, Mignon Random House 
MELORA $3.50 


Anne Wystan, second wife of Brent, a lawyer, is left alone in their Fifth 
Avenue house to face threats of death. On her possible list is Brent's niece Daphne, 
then Daphne's mother, and possibly the lover of Melora, Brent's first - an unexpected- 
ly appealing - wife. The snowstorm, dead telephones, the infringement of Brent's 
identity case, and a vanished maid - all compound to brew up a rough time for Anne. 
Fear naught. (LC: 59-5729) 


May 7 


Farrell, Cliff Doubleday 
RIDE THE WIDE TRAIL $2.95 


Steve Santee returns to the Powderhorn country with $13,000 in cash and a 
resolve to clear his father's name and prove his death- not defection. A train holdup 
divests him of his money but not his resolve, and a special duty U.S. Marshal Clum 
recruits him to help bring the Latzo brothers, gamblers, to book. Clum is kilied, 
so again Steve is alone (and under further suspicion) when he closes the case with 
his gun. Standardized but spirited all the way. -(LC: 59-8263) 
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May 7 


Ransome, Stephen Doubleday 
I'LL DIE FOR YOU $2.95 © 






























Burt Fisher, just reconciled with his wife Anne, finds her more forebearing- 
and believing- than the police when he learns that another man has been using his name, his 
car (but how?), and his beach cottage to conduct an affair with a girl found murdered in 
the shack. A hopeless situation looks worse when the few possible impersonators have im- 
pregnable alibis; only Anne's faith remains secure and enables them to reach a suspect and 
a solution the law has missed.... Easy entertainment. (LC:59-8273) 


May 8 


Cornish, Constance Simon & Schuster 
DEAD OF WINTER $2.95 


A widow, and an outsider suspected of the murder of her best friend's husband, 
Abbey Humphrey finds a Vermont winter cold and deadly when she returns from New York City 
to find a body in her house. Every bit of town gossip comes to light as she fights to 
protest her innocence: another killing and a fire adds a new dimension to past histories, 
and Abbey, cleared, finds a new basis of living in her adopted town. Succinct. 


May 11 


Monig, Christopher Dutton 
ONCE UPON A CRIME $2.95 


Brian Brett, insurance investigator of Abra-Cadaver and other feats of deduction, 
finds himself sent off to Johannesburg, where a great jewel robbery has been executed - 
and there are all too many suspects. Three men virtually convict themselves- and each r 
through a technicality- gets off. And there are still $70,000 worth of jewels unaccounted 
for. Violence, sudden death, a romance of questionable authority, morbid jealousy - all 
legitimate keys to crime- play their part before the local police come up with a solution 
that is too close to Brett for him to sense it. Tough, sordid, cheap- but glib in the 
plotting and the telling. (LC:59-5834) 


May 13 


Gilbert, Michael Harper 
BLOOD AND JUDGMENT $2.95 


The woman who had been dead for one to two months- and who was three months’ preg- 
nant- brings Detective Sergeant Petrella into the little kingdom of the Metropolitan Water 
Board and its reservoir and has links with the disappearance of a mob-jewel-theft head, 

Monk Ritchie. When Petrella - ready to fight to see justice is done - takes up skin diving, 
the circle, with another body, narrows, and British police open up an unexpected impersona- 
tion and a clever crime dodge. Smooth-meshed mechanics. (LC:59-6339) 


RE PRINTS for April 





BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 

L'Amour, Louis- TAGGART Asimov, Isaac- EARTH IS ROOM ENOUGH 

Myers, Beth- THE DOCTOR IS A LADY Davis, Mac- SPORTS SHORTS © 
Short, Luke- AND THE WIND BLOWS FREE Ehrlich, Max- FIRST TRAIN TO BABYLON 





Zugsmith, Albert- THE BEAT GENERATION Wolfe, Winifred- ASK ANY GIRL 
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(Each $.50) 


© Hall, Oakley- WARLOCK 


Hudson, W.H.- GREEN MANSIONS 
Wellman, Paul I. - RED THE RED EARTH 


DELL PUBLISHING (*First Edition) 


(Each $.25) 


(Each $.50) 


*Leonard, Elmore- THE LAST STAND AT SABER RIVER Sandburg, Carl- THE FIERY TRIAL 
*Yates, Bill-#d.- THE OTHER WOMAN( cartoons) 


Travers, Robert- THE ANATOMY OF A MURDER 
(Each $.35) 


Halliday, Brett- MURDER AND THE WANTON BRIDE *Kane, Frank- THE LINE UP 
Highsmith, Patricia- THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY 


Hitchcock, Alfred- 13 MORE STORIES THEY 


Krepps, Robert W.- EARTHSHAKER 
WOULD NOT LET ME DO ON TV 


Simenon, Georges- IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
Stone, Hampton- THE GIRL WHO KEPT 


KNOCKING THEM DEAD 
Laurel Editions 
(Each $.35) (Each $.50) 
Shakespeare, William- MACBETH: TWELFTH NIGHT Passinetti, P.-#d.- GREAT ITALIAN SHORT 


STORIES 
Austin, Jane- SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 


DOUBLEDAY for April 23 





Marsden, William-Transl. & Ed.- THE TRAVELS Parkman, Francis- THE OREGON TRAIL ($2.95) 
OF MARCO POLO ($2.95) 


GROVE PRESS - Evergreen Books 


Norris, Frank - VANDOVER AND THE BRUTE (Paper $2.45 - Cloth $4.75) 
HARCOURT, BRACE - Harvest Books for April 15 


Anderson, Maxwell- FOUR VERSE PLAYS ($2.25) 


Menninger, Karl A.- LOVE AGAINST HATE( $1.95) 
Chase, Stuart- THE TYRANNY OF WORDS ($1.95) Ogden & Richards- THE MEANING OF MEANING 
Lynd, R. S. & H. M.- MIDDLETOWN ($2.25) 


($2.25) 
Ramsey & Smith-£ds.- JAZZMEN ($2.25) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (*Original) 


Signet (Each $.25) 


*Brown, Carter- THE LOVING AND THE DEAD *Olay, Lionel- THE HEART OF A STRANGER 
Wormser, Richard- SLATTERY'S RANGE 


(Each $.35) 


*Gaines, W.M.-£d.- THE BEDSIDE MAD 


Morgan, Joe- EXPENSE ACCOUNT 
*Huie, Wm. B.- WOLF WHISTLE & OTHER STORIES Sourian, Peter- MIRI 
Miller, Henry- THE INTIMATE HENRY MILLER 


Wilder & Diamond- SOME LIKE IT HOT 
Mentor (Each $.50) 


Davies, A. Pol- THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 





*Fairservis, W.A., Jr.- THE ORIGINS OF 
ORIENTAL CIVILIZATION 
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POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25 - * Original) 


Howe, Margaret- VISITING NURSE Mayfield, Julian- THE HIT 
*Mason, F. Van Wyck- THE CHINA SEA MURDERS *Turner, Robert- WAGONS WEST: 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 
Christie, Agatha- DEATH COMES AS THE END Grey, Zane- TRAIL DRIVER 
Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE CAUTIOUS COQUETTE Hogan, Ben- POWER GOLF 
Johnston, Mary- TO HAVE AND TO HOLD 
Giant Cardinal Editions (Each $.50) 

Levin, Meyer- COMPULSION Wilson, Sloan- A SUMMER PLACE 

Permabooks (Each $.35 - except where noted) 
Canning, Victor- THE FORBIDDEN ROAD Eddy, Roger- A FAMILY AFFAIR 
Davis, Maxine- THE SEXUAL RESPONSIBILITY Russell, Eric F.- WASP 

OF WOMAN ($.50) 


POPULAR LIBRARY - Giants (Each $.35) 


Brand, Max - TIMBAL GULCH TRAIL Nichols, Fan- ASK FOR LINDA 
Haycox, Ernest- STARLIGHT RIDER Presser, Jacob- BREAKING POINT 
Lowry, Robert- NEW YORK CALL GIRL Roth, Lillian- BEYOND MY WORTH 


Eagle - Ard, William- A PRIVATE PARTY 
Specials (Each $.50) 


Baxter, Walter- LOOK DOWN IN MERCY Payne, Robert- BLOOD ROYAL 
Wolff, Maritta M.- WHISTLE STOP 


N O N - F | © T 1 ON 
A DARK HORSE 


April 20 


Lansing, Alfred , McGraw-Hill 
ENDURANCE Ae % $4495 


* Report repeated from the January lst, 1959 bulletin, as follows. This is the 
“May Book of the Month Club selection. "The demand for good true adventure is insatiable- 

and here is a good candidate. Based on diaries and interviews, this is an absorbing account 
of Ernest Shackleton's third expedition to Antarctica. Shackleton had tried and failed 
twice before, in 1901 and 1907, to reach the South Pole. His third attempt involved sailing 
the Endurance as far into Antarctica as possible, then finishing the expedition on foot. 
But almost from the beginning the expedition was beset by difficulties. The ship had to be 
abandoned because of the ice-crush and the party had to camp on a drifting ice floe, their 
only goal now being rescue. They had to kill their own dogs for food but they did manage, 
eventually, to hunt seals, sea leopards and penguins. Their greatest danger was always the 
weather. They were finally forced back to the Endurance when their ice floe began to break 
up. After they reached the island of South Georgia, they formed two groups, one to maintain 
a camp, the other to look for help. The expedition which began in 1914 took 17 months and 
Shackleton's goal was only achieved last year by Vivian Fuchs, whose book The Crossing of © 
Antarctica (see p. 892) should spark some additional interest in this one. Here too is ad- 
venture handled with professional deftness." 
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One for the Money...and Two for the Show 


The author of THE HIDDEN PERSUADERS, Vance Packard, has a new one- THE STATUS SEEKERS 
(David McKay) which may once again hit the jackpots, though the common denominator 1s 
not so recognizable. And with the success of another Frenchwoman, Mme. de Stael, 
alerting the American audience, Stanley Loomis’ readable DU BARRY (Lippincott) may 
find a widening market. O'Neill fans will want Croswell Bowen's THE CURSE OF THE 
MISBEGOTTEN (McGraw-Hill). See section following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fictton 
March 24 


Suhl, Yuri Viking-Reynal 
ERNESTINE L. ROSE $5.75 


The years between 1810 and 1892 were crucial ones for the United States. 
Here was a century of civil conflict, the insistent violation of. human rights and their 
ardent defense. One of the least likely participants of this battle was Ernestine Rose, 
a child of the Polish ghetto. This carefully documented biography traces in detail, 
the remarkable emancipation of Ernestine Rose and the subsequent dedication she felt 
to the cause of universal emancipation. Hers were many causes, all bound by the ques- 
tion of justice. Education, slavery, women's rights, all came under her critical scru- 
tiny, and,having arrived at a conception of justice in each issue, she pursued the 
antagonist from the speaking platforms of the world. An unsentimental biography, Yuri 
Suhl's book does not lack drama, nor does it lack scope, for in recording the achieve- 
ments of this singular woman, the causes, currents, and personalities of nineteenth 
century reform come into new and sharper focus. 


March 26 


Lubke, Anton Coward-McCann 
THE WORLD OF CAVES $5.00 


This Baedeker-like volume by a German speleologist deals with caves the 
world over, from India to New Mexico (the Carlsbad Cavern, the largest in the world), 
Australia to England, with the heaviest emphasis on European caves, particularly those 
in Germany. Stating that speleology, cave exploration, is an "adventurous, exciting 
and dangerous sport", the author, who has himself explored most of the caves of which 
he writes, tells everything possible about caves: theories of their formation and their 
geology, dimensions, architecture, temperature and contents, when and by whom endless 
caverns were discovered and explored and the fossils and living plants and animals 
found in them, their human inhabitants from the ice-age and before (the Neanderthal 
man was found in a German cave) to the present day and the artifacts and paintings 
these men left behind them,-a mass of valuable, badly-arranged information obliter- 
ating all glamor, excitement and adventure adhering to the sport of "caving." Heavily 
Germanic in style and content, this informative volume will attract few casual read- 
ers, but speleologists, geologists, paleontologists and similar scientists should 
find it a useful work of reference. TIliustrated. Index. 


March 30 


Barnouw, Elsa & | Crowell 
Swan, Arthur ADVENTURES WITH CHILDREN $3.75 


The two, three, and four year old has long occupied a prominent position in 
the research of psychologists. An avowedly formative age, this period offers many prob- 
lems, and pitfalls, but it also is rich in its opportunities for growth. In this ani- 
mated study of nursery school and kindergarten, the authors show by means of actual 
incidents how the early school experience can foster a feeling of security and lead to 
a happy and stable adjustment. The concepts of death, birth, conflict, and other mo- 
mentous human events are introduced to the child, who, thanks to the teacher's deli- 
cacy and the opportunity of. responding through play, dance and music, is not over- 
whelmed. A helpful text for all those engaged in nursery work and for parents who 
would better understand the value of early schooling for their children. (LC: 59-7754) 
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March 30 





Thomas, Norman Norton 
THE PREREQUISITES FOR PEACE $2.95 


The author of this serious book, for years head of the American Socialist Party, 
opponent of Communism, preacher, teacher, life-long advocate of peace, here presents his 
thesis for "an American foreign policy intelligently directed toward peace" in a world 
which has discovered, in thermo-nuclear weapons, the means of destroying itself and its 
entire civilizations. Speaking of the utter horrors of modern warfare, biological as well 
as atomic, the author states his belief that semi-disarmament is useless and that civili- 
zation may be saved only through complete and universal disarmament, with America dis- 
engaging herself from policies which may lead to war, with the United Nations made totally 
inclusive, and with all nations supporting all agencies working for the abandonment of 
thermo-nuclear weapons. Few will disagree with these clearly presented theses; many will 
wonder how they may be made effective, a question the author does not answer. No book for 
casual or careless readers, this thoughtful volume should find an audience among clergy- 
men, teachers and workers for world peace. Legislators who should read the book will 
probably and regrettably shun it. 


Blanton, Smiley, M.D. & Prentice-Hall 
Gordon, Arthur NOW OR NEVER $4.95 


Dr. Blanton, who has collaborated in print with Norman Vincent Peale on two 
books- as well as in everyday life at the American Foundation of Religion and Psychiatry, 
who wrote the successful Love or Perish, and is a practising psychiatrist, deals here 
with "The Promise of the Middle Years" which should be a most gratifying time of life. 

For the many people who seem troubled however, the 90% of these (as against the 10% who © 
need therapy) can apply intelligent self-analysis, which a book such as this will further. 

After differentiating between the two types of anxiety- existential or situational, it 

discusses common areas of stress in common terms; your marriage (where certain fundamentals 
should be applied- manners, honesty, communication, flexibility, etc.); your relationships 

with your children; your job and work-failure; money; health (how to maintain it); alcohol; 

sex; religion; handling aging parents- and facing old age yourself ("don't ever retire if 

you can help it")..... Case histories personalize the popularizing- and Dr. Blanton, while 

not making a new or depth approach, has the mass market in mind. There will be an initial 
printing of 35,000 and the expected promotion. 


April 10 <%¢ 


Block, Eugene B. Coward -McCann 
GREAT TRAIN ROBBERIES OF THE WEST $5.00 


Train robbery, a peculiarly American crime, flourished in the West until 1933 
when, for a variety of reasons, it fell into permanent decline. This well-documented 
book by the author of The Wizard of Berkeley gives an unromantic account of the more 
famous -- or notorious -- of the Western train-robbers and their exploits. The roster is 
a long one: Evans and Sontag, train-haters who robbed Southern Pacific trains in the '70's 
and '80's for revenge on the railroad as well as for cash; John Chapman, Sunday-school 
teacher turned desperado; George Parrott and Sam Bass, who raided Union Pacific trains 
for years; the Dalton Gang and Al Jennings, who reformed and turned pious; the notorious 
"Wild Bunch," the "train-robbers syndicate," operating from the Hole-in-the-Wall in 
Wyoming in the early 1900's, headed by the child-loving Butch Cassidy,who killed men when rd 
he thought it necessary, and his completely brutal partner, Kid Curry; Carlisle, the 
"gentleman bandit"; Roy Gardner, the escape-artist; the D'Autremonts of Oregon -- and many 
others. Vivid but far from lurid, this book does much to dispel the fictional glamor 
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surrounding this gallery of desperadoes. Because of its basically exciting content 

it should, however, appeal to discriminating readers and viewers of "Westerns" and to 
addicts of well-written tales of true crime; and because of its careful documentation 

it is an addition to the literature of a minor segment of Western history. (LC: 59-8738) 


« 


April 10 


Guerard, Albert Univ. of Michigan 
FRANCE: A Modern History $8.75 


The fifth volume in the History of the Modern World project provides a much- 
needed comprehensive one-volume history of France from the dawn of man at the final 
Ice Age to the present. Particularly interesting- since it is not found in most his- 
tories- is the first quarter, which gives meaning to the Cro-Magnon period and the cave 
dwellers, to the Roman conquest and its survivals, to the onslaught of the barbarians. 
From Charlemagne on, when history becomes more orthodox, Guerard follows a chronologi- 
cal order, and traces the growth of France as a nation. In this, he keeps his text 
at an informational level of changing pattern of government, with less of the land 
and the people, the way of life, the complexities of the French system than one might 
wish. However, in the completeness of its coverage, it serves a very useful role. 


April 13 
Smuts, Robert W. 


Ay | Columbia University Press 
WOMEN WHO WORK IN AMERICA $4.50 


A succinct, statistical evaluation of women at work- in the 19th century : 
largely on the farms, in the homes, or out to service, to today when one half of all 
women from 18 to 55 work for pay- "mainly in order to earn money they don't absolutely 
have to have." Their employment has been a great equalizer, socially as well as 
economically, and it has been made possible by the increased mobility which has come 
with urban and suburban growth. Whereas previously their working conditions were hard, 
today the stresses are lighter, the work week shorter, the pay greater, but their op- 
portunities are still limited- and their median income inferior to men. What men feel 
about women working, the new "spectrum of attitudes" women reveal- and the values they 
derive from working (never the job satisfaction of the man; their primary interests 
remain with their family) are all part of a study which stresses the causes rather 
than the consequences and is chiefly important as objective documentation. 


. (hpruct =~ 
Chasins, Abram & Doubleday 
Stiles, Vera THE VAN CLIBURN LEGEND . $4.00 


It is almost ludicrous that the twenty-five year old Texas, prize-winning 
pianist should be the subject of a biography by as mature and sophisticated a musician 
as Abram Chasins. One can but assume that in undertaking such a work, the authors are 
capitulating to the wave of virtual hysteria which has surrounded the meteoric career 
of this tall, romantic interpreter of keyboard music. The body of this book discusses 
Van Cliburn's short life, his training--by his pianist mother,- presents documented 
approval of his work by various prominent musicians, and indicates that, besides being 
an absolute pianistic whiz, he is a paragon of charm and virtue. For those who are 
serious about music and the deportment of dedicated musicians, all this will seem a 
little embarrassing, resembling,as it does, an extended article for a fan magazine. 
But for the thousands of Americans who have been captured by Cliburn's youth, his 
fortissimo, his unquestionable technique, and his vivid Texasicity, the essential 
presumption of this book will pass undetected. 16 pp. of photographs. (LC: 59-8260) 





Non-fiction March 1, 1959 


April 13 


Petrovskaya, Kyra | Prentice-Hall 
| KYRA $4.95 @ 


Mutilation, rape, romantic introspection, intrigue--all this and a glimpse 
into the Soviet Union make up the bulk of this first person confidential by a noted Russian 
actress. Kyra Petrovskaya is deft in her integration of lurid personal details--marriage 
to a variety of scoundrels, sexual awakening, official orgies--with her fairly interesting 
material on life in the USSR. It is this insight into grimness, frustration, dogmatism, 
and prodigious artistic devotion which saves her autobiography from the current stockpile 
of coy pornography. At worst, this is a display of phenomenal lack of reticence,- at best, 
a lively anatomy of the sexual and moral chaos which prevails in the Soviet dictatorship. 


(LC:59-8767) (Q) 


Cooper, Kent Random House 
KENT COOPER AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS $6.00 


The career of Kent Cooper and his rise in the Associated Press is a great 
American success story. Under his vigorous and imaginative General Managership, the AP 
became the world's largest and most influential gatherer and disseminator of news and 
the personalities that made events "news". Today the AP is read (in this country alone) 
by over 150 million people. Mr. Cooper first went to work for the rival UP, but shortly 
he turned his vast administrative talents to the AP. His reminiscences are often as good 
as the best human interest copy humming off the AP wires. Names of world leaders, thea- 
trical figures, society lions and just names in the news crowd the pages. Throughout Mr. 
Cooper finds the drama inherent in their doings. Since AP switched from telegraph to 
leased wires, Mr. Cooper points out, it has become one of the vital factors in widening 
America's understanding of the world and vice-versa; indeed a well-informed public has 
helped make America the truly intelligent colossus of the Twentieth Century. Readable, 
often exciting when it describes the activities of the great press tycoons, the book is 
a must for journalism students, admirers of the ways and means of really Big Business and 
for students of the American scene. Should do well in the larger libraries and in book- 
stores in large cities and near schools of journalism. Illustrated with many photographs. 


(LC:59-6640) 
April 19 


Sulloway, Alvah Beacon 
| BIRTH CONTROL AND CATHOLIC DOCTRINE $3.95 


A lawyer cross-examines the question of birth control and the Catholic Church's 
arbitrary and ambivalent arguments against it which are vulnerable to any application of 
reason or logic. And along with Aldous Huxley, who contributes the introduction, he 
indicts the inherent social dangers in "uncontrolled human proliferation", the so-called 
population explosion which leads to war, to political and economic instability, and to the 
dilution of quality in our racial stock. The background to this controversy- the Comstock 
law which was answered by the formation of the birth control movement- is carefully re- 
corded; as is the Catholic reaction, at first unorganized and spasmodic, later stiffening 
in the '30's and leading to certain boycotts (World Health Organization, etc.). He examines 
the doctrinal aspects of ecclesiastical opinion and their inconsistency; the many argu- 
ments advanced against contraception (it degrades the marriage; is a "passport to lust"; 
leads to public immorality; is physically damaging; results in race suicide;) while, 
ironically, none of these apply to "Nature's own method"- the Rhythm Method which now is 
rationalized and sanctioned with beneficence..... It is difficult to say for what audience © 
@ book such as this is directed- over and above those for whom it will be proscribed. A 
controversial book. (LC:59-6690) 
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April 20 British Book Centre 
EDWARDIAN DAUGHTER $4.50 


Keppel, Sonia 


Written by the daughter of the famous Edwardian beauty, Mrs. George Keppel, 
the close friend of King Edward VII, who was known to the author as "Kingy", this 
book tells of the trials and joys of an English high-society childhood in the first 
years of this century. Born in 1900 to wealth and high social position, plagued as 
a child by asthma and shyness, the author writes of country houses and life in London, 
of the shock of "Kingy's"death, of friendly servants, her beautiful sister, who snubbed 
her, and of endless (and largely unidentified) relations, often terrifying, of the 
"Kaiser's War" in which many of her close friends were killed or wounded, and at last 
of her own marriage at the age of 20, an elaborate event saved by another clergyman, 
when the officiating Bishop failed to appear, and at which Mrs. Margo Asquith, arriving 
late, nearly wrecked the ceremony. Witty and well written, this personal record is 
too overcrowded with names and details unknown to American readers to hold wide appeal 
in this country, but devotees of memoirs of Edwardian life and students of early 20th- 
century social manners should enjoy it. Illustrated. Index. 


April 22 


Loomis, Stanley Lippincott 
DU BARRY $6.00 


* Obviously the result of long and careful research, this excellent biography 
of Jeanne Becu, Comtesse du Barry, King Louis XV's last mistress, does much to correct 
the largely undeserved opprobrium cast on her during her life by obscene political 
pamphlets published by enemies. Unlike Pompadour, her predecessor, du Barry did lit- 
tle to foster arts and sciences nor did she, like Pompadour, procure young girls for 
Louis' pleasures. Ravishingly' beautiful, extravagant beyond belief, she was also 
unassuming, kind and generous and was truly loved by the King. Born in 1743, the 
illegitimate child of a servant, Jeanne Becu was brought as a young girl to Paris 
where she was more or less sold to a disreputable "count", du Barry, a procurer, who 
for purposes of convenience married her to his brother and in 1768 introduced her to 
King Louis, who made her his mistress. For a time all-powerful, always kind but bit- 
terly hated, she retired after Louis' death to her chateau at Louveciennes where she 
lived quietly, beloved by the villagers, the mistress now of Count de Brissac, who 
was to perish as she did on the guillotine. During the Revolution, du Barry made 
four journeys to England, but was lured from safety back to France where a renegade 
bloodthirsty Englishman, Greive, through false evidence brought her to her death in 
the Reign of Terror... Dealing not only with du Barry but also with her times, this 
is an eminently readable biography to which the personality portrayed lends a seduc- 
tive appeal. (LC: 59-7780) 


Cross, Wilbur Morrow-Sloane 
CHALLENGERS OF THE DEEP $5 .00 


Subtitled The Story of Submarines and the Exploits of the Men Who Build and 
Sail Them, this collects historical moments in the development and use of underwater 
craft from earliest efforts to submerge up to the nuclear powered ship. The opening 
deals with David Bushnell's Turtle which unsuccessfully tried to sink British ships 
anchored off Staten Island in 1776, and the failure of Fulton to break down naval 
tradition with his invention of a practical submarine. Next come the attempts of the 
Confederate David and Hunley in the Civil War which were evidence that subsurface war- 
fare was possible; Holland and his ships and Simon Lake and his are next in line with 
all their contributions that had little effect - for the United States - in World War I 
when the Germans had the lead. The "era of disaster" between wars concentrates on 
sinkings of the S-5 in 1920, the S-51 in 1925 and the S-4 in 1927 and is followed by 
Wilkin's Polar voyage in the Nautilus and the history of the Squalus which started in 
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1939. Episodes from World War II, the ordeal of the Cochino and the Tusk, and Rickover's 
unremitting efforts to bring the atomic age to his Service wind up the picture and offer 

a lively history of the ships, the special breed of men who believe in them, improve them © 
- and run them. The author, a researcher for Life magazine, keeps his story graphic and 

alive. Drawings, diagrams and photographs. (LC:58-10568) 


April 23 


Gollancz, Victor é Doubleday 
THE ‘DEVIL'S REPERTOIRE $2.50 


This brief book by the British publisher, Victor Gollancz, is a plea for uni- 
lateral disarmament on moral grounds. Since "it would clearly be nonsense to discuss the 


spiritual case for unilateral nuclear disarmament...if there were no such thing as spirit” 
he devotes approximately one-half of His book to a demonstration of the final reality of 
spirit and the problems of choice - ethics - as a consequence of human freedom. He insists 
that to use the Bomb would be the ultimate rejection of spirit, the repudiation of our 
humanity, and he excoriates the political, inevitably moral, "disengagement" of many young 
intellectuals as irresponsible and selfish. He considers the results of a British disarma- 
ment, uninfluenced by what other nations do or threaten to do, and he immediately dismisses 
the notion that it would be better for the whole world to be destroyed than to live under 
Soviet domination, even presuming that that occupation would be inevitable. For choosing 
in favor of a nuclear war would not only be guaranteeing our own death but would be choosing 
non-existence for those who would come after us - a choice he questions our right to make. 
He supplements his case with quotations from Hiroshima survivors which are horrifying 
testaments of devastation. An eloquent book which does not overstate the urgency of the 
problem. (LC:59-8403) 


a 


Duffy, Gladys & Appleton-Century-Crofts 
Lane, Blaise Whitehead WARDEN'S WIFE $4.50 


Brought up on San Quentin, daughter of a prison guard, with Clinton Duffy, whose 
father was also of the Prison Town organization, the author has known the prison intimately, 
learned its history, seen the abuses, and, with marriage to Clint, has seen the innovations 
and reforms that his l2 years as Warden have brought about. Her very personal story is 
linked with that of the high custody institution and she has tales of executions, the 
Condemned Row, the feuds and jealousies among the women prisoners, the killers and the de- 
viates, the escapes, and all the problems presented by men behind walls. Throughout is the 
conviction for a need for enlightened penology, the idea of segregation for the irreclaim- 
able and rehabilitation for others. Her detailed, personal concern is a thorough docum- 
entary of life in prison and living among prisoners that instructs while it reveals. (LC:59- 


9183) 


Richardson, Joanna Coward -McCann 
THEOPHILE GAUTIER $5.00 


An earnest and careful biography of the spokesman of the Romantic Movement in 
France from 1830 to 1870 which investigates new source material as well as the old, and 
dusts off this picturesque if presently forgotten writer. If Gautier is remembered at all, 
it is for his "naughty" novel, Mademoiselle de Maupin, his first, but only one of about 
three hundred books that Gautier wrote; plays, ballets, novels, travel, criticism and 
poetry. A complex man of volcanic temperament, he resembled Hugo, Balzac and Dumas fere, 
all his close friends. Baudelaire dedicated his Fleurs du Mal to him, and Flaubert probably ® 
derived his Salambo from him. Gautier became the arch-iconoclast of classicism, and his 
hatred of anything bourgeois was carried out in his appearance, his smoking of hashish, his 
numerous mistresses. He had the mid-nineteenth century cult of the exotic, and it is amusing 
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to note that in spite of his many poses he was a family man. In his last years he 
was surrounded by all of his mistresses, his three children, and his sisters, whom 
he supported... A colorful figure, the handling is not, which will limit its appeal 
to those interested in this particular period to which Gautier lent a strong impetus. 
(LC: 59-8739) 

April 24 


Parker, Robert Allerton . Random House 
THE TRANSATLANTIC SMITHS $4.00 


After the fascinating reading experience of The Transatlantic Smiths, no 
one will again equate the name "Smith" with anonymous averageness. For Mr. Parker's 
"family biography" treats of a truly amazing Smith family, their adventures here in 
America and in their adopted lands -- England and Italy. Writing with lively wit and 
an artfulness of scholarship, Mr. Parker tells the story of the family of Robert 
Pearsall Smith, American Quakers of the mid nineteenth century. Robert was a wild, 
discredited and disillusioned Evangelist; his wife Hannah, more worldly, was a uni- 
versally read inspirational writer; their eldest daughter Mary was an unconventional, 
keenly intellectual patroness of the Fabian socialists, and the wife of Bernard 
Berenson;. Logan Pearsall was their youngest son, a man who made his mark as a minor 
English stylist and wit; and finally, Alys, who became one of Bertrand Russell's 
wives. Set against this amazing family's career abroad are the Fabians, Shavians, 
and the entire Bloomsbury movement... A literate circle of exceptional people becomes 
engaging and engrossing and provide a biography of broad interest. (LC: 59-5710) 


j 


April 27 «| | 


Bowen, Croswell McGraw-Hill 
THE CURSE OF THE MISBEGOTTEN $5.00 


* It is Croswell Bowen's half-belief that "the bad things that happen to one 
are decreed by some evil force" and this biography of Eugene O'Neill is the result of 
his "obsession" that a curse rested on the O'Neill family. Apart from this rather 
mystical beginning his book is an impressively documented (he was assisted by Shane 
O'Neill, Eugene O'Neill's second son), highly competent, comprehensive and fair piece 
of journalism. Eugene O'Neill's grandfather left Ireland with his family during the 
potato famine and settled in Buffalo. His oldest son James had married Ella Quinlan, 
a convent school girl, and was an idol of the American stage when Eugene, his second 
son, was born in 1888, It was at his birth, a difficult one, that his mother became 
addicted to drugs. Eugene went to school in the East--to Princeton in 1906 where he 
made no impression and left after one year. In 1909 he married Kathleen Jenkins in 
New York. They had one son Eugene O'Neill, Jr., and were divorced in 19l2. Soon after 
he began that life at sea which he was to recall in Bound fast for Cardiff, The Hairy 
Ape, ete. He started writing in New London in 1914 encouraged by the critic, Clayton 
Hamilton, who advised him to take George Pierce Baker's course in drama at Harvard. 

In 1916 he joined the Provincetown Group and his first play, to be produced - Bound 

East for Cardiff - was given there that summer. His biographer painstakingly traces 
O'Neill's subsequent marriages - to Agnes Boulton Burton with whom he had two children, 
Oona and Shane, and to the beautiful Carlotta Monterey with whom he ended his days; 

his unfortunate estrangement from his children; the desperations of a haunted family 
which he translated to the stage; the incessant wanderings with Carlotta all over 

the world; the tragedies of young Eugene's suicide and Shane's drug addiction; finaily 
the paralyzing illness which overcame the dramatist who was always "a little in love 
with death". (LC: 58-59657) - 
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April 27 


de la Croix, Robert Norton 
THEY FLEW THE ATLANTIC $3.95 @ 


A record of the twenty years it took to prove the Atlantic could be an air 
traffic lane, this has its start in 1910 and carries on to pre-World War II days. The 
attempt of aeronaut Walter Wellman and his dirigible in 1910 to cross the ocean proved 
but did not accomplish its purpose and in 1919 the heavier than air machines, with Read, 
then Alcock and Brown, made the run while Hawker and Grieve were the first survivors of 
a failure. The dirigible R-34 made it both ways, and was followed by the hydroplane of 
Franco in the South Atlantic; Nungesser and Coli were lost in the race for the $25,000 
prize, won by Lindbergh. And through the rest of the roster, with its tragedies and its 
near misses - Chamberlin and Levine, Byrd, Koehl, Lefevre and Lotti, Costes and Bellonte, 
Earhart - as the planes and pilots made progress that paved the way for regular commercial 
flights. Short hops to non-stops, this underlines the triumphs of "calculated audacity, 
careful preparations, a high degree of flying and navigational skill" of the fliers of 
pioneer years and as such commemorates their achievements completely. Illustrated. (LC: 


59-7588) 
April 28 


Eakin, Mary K.- &d. Univ. of Chicago 
GOOD BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: 1947-1957 $5.95 


A decade of juvenile book publishing has produced- in the opinion of the Center 
for Children's Books at the University of Chicago- a dependable total of 1000 titles, now 
in print and available, from the unmanageable total of production in those years. The 
Bulletin of the Center has established itself as a sharply discriminative (in the opinion 
of some, too sharply) critical organ. The annotations are taken from the reviews of these 
books. The listing is alphabetical by author, and carries not only author, title, pub- 
lisher, year of publication, but grade classification. (Note this particularly- that the 
identifying figures refer to grades not ages). To make the list more readily usable, 
there will be a subject and title cross index. The breakdown is interesting:- 558 fiction 
titles, 442 non fiction titles - and in this, total representation‘ of each category in the 
Dewey Decimal Classification. Age breakdowns too are significant: Primary, 141 fiction, 
36 non fiction; Intermediate, 192 fiction, 151 non fiction; Junior High, 199 fiction, 177 
non fiction; Senior High- 26 fiction, 32 non fiction; indeterminate ages- 46. The annota- 
tions are directed more to content and handling than to opinion, though the fact of inclu- 
sion indicates recommendation, though in some instances qualified. Curricular use, develop- 
mental values, etc.,are considered. An excellent introduction lays down some basic 
principles of book selection, and the practices of the Center in relation to such problems 
as series, reading of classics, direction of children's reading, and the major points of 
consideration and criticism. This book supplies a definite need for librarians and teachers 
who are not specifically trained in the field. It does not meet the specific needs to 
which Nancy Larrick's Parent's Guide to Children's Reading (Doubleday - see report p. 591l- 
in the 1958 bulletin)- is directed. 


April 29 


Packard, Vance David McKay 
THE STATUS SEEKERS $4.50 


A study of our social structure today, the class labels we attach and social 
lines we pursue, probably does not have the elements of jolting revelation of The Hidden 
Persuaders (i.e. big popular potential); but the Vance Packard name, along with the esta- 
blished penchant for abrasive self-appraisal (John Keats, William H. White, Jr., etc.) @ 
should give this breakdown of our social and behavioral attitudes its calculable elements 
of success. If we are not as claimed by some "one vast middle class"- there is the obser- 
vable drift toward a bureaucratized society based on "bigness", the upthrust from the 
working to the middle class which has sharply diminished the former, the new "diploma elite” 
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which is replacing the old aristocracy of bloodlines and breeding. Still a two di- 
mensional class system remains, one gauged by money, job, education and style of life, 
the other by ethnic and religious differences. Here, itemized, are ail the indica- 
tors of status; the home; the right address (and the oppressive uniformity of the 

new "one-layer" community); the "totem poles of job prestige" which extends even 
among prostitutes; the hierarchy in big business; and the many, many tattletale give- 
aways in the way you shop, speak- U or non-U, entertain, drink, bring up your children 
and educate them, and select areas of certain discrimination- churches, clubs, lodges, 
schools, colleges, etc. In isolating the drive toward what is desirable in a worldly 
sense, in achieving upward mobility, a due bill is also presented, and the argument 
for an approach toward a more open society should certainly have a constructive 
value.... Based on a large body of sociological investigation and opinion (less his 
own- than others'), this takes the blinders off, shows up our hidden prejudices and 
has a lot of fascinating, mortifying material to illustrate them. (LC:59-9387) 


Announcing for April ?? 


Eliot, T.S. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE ELDER STATESMAN $3.75 


This is T.S. Eliot's fifth verse play, and it is likely that his reading 
audience outnumbers his playgoing following. (LC: 59-6590) 


April ?? 


Lowell, Robert Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
LIFE STUDIES $3.00 


A new book of poems by Pulitzer Prize Winning author of the memorable Lord 
Weary's Castle is always a literary event. Since his last book, The Mills of the 
Kavanaughs appeared in 1951 we have heard nothing from this gifted poet. Now in 
Life Studies he gives brief but scintillating glimpses of his life and experiences 
over years that have offered far reaches, but at their end he is still the Puritan 
(member of a renowned family), a Catholic convert, and still reliving his relation- 
ships with Mother, Father, uncles and a grandfather. And mentally he seems still to 
be beating against the poles of introversion and release. The particuiars of his 
poems are, as always, “powerful, homely, grotesque but exactly appropriate." His , 
work is highly organized and intense. It still has “thrust and density." And be- 
sides these familiar qualities, there is a new and touching one in his sensitive 
handling of personal relationships. When Lord Weary's Castle first appeared, Lowell 
was compared with Auden. While his own niche is still secure, this volume would not 
seem to bear out that promise. A fine talent, which perhaps needs a broadened hori- 
zon. This is.an essential item for all lovers of poetic literature. 


Jones, Louis C. Hill & Wang 
THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT $3.75 


Primarily the legendry of ghost stories stemming from New York State, this 
also takes note of European transplants and parallel tales as they have come down in 
the oral tradition. The 200 or more tales here were gathered by Dr. Jones' students 
while he was teaching and he links them together in sections devoted to the kinds of 
ghosts, why they return, haunted houses and poltergeists, the return of those killed 
by violence or sudden death, restless revenants from history, and the variations on 
the theme of the ghostly hitchhiker. Some of the tales constitute a tour of New York 
as the legends are located, others of the supernatural show a classic derivation, and 
all offer a full display of benign, malevolent, sad, gay, mischievous or friendly 
spirits that are part of local folk culture, with sometimes prope: exorcisms. A col- 
iection for the collector, this is illustrated appropriately in black and white. 


(LC: 59-8152) 
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April ?? 


Auerbach, Erich Meridian 
SCENES FROM THE DRAMA OF EUROPEAN LITERATURE $3.75; paper $1.35 © 


This volume of posthumous essays on literature is by the erudite writer of 
Yimesis, a high ranking book of literary criticism. It contains six essays: Figura, 
St. Francis of Assisi in Dante's Comoedia; On the Political Theory of Pascal; La Court 
et La Ville; Vico and Aesthetic Historism; and the Aesthetic Dignity of the Fleurs du 
¥“-l. All of these, with the exception of the Vico, have appeared in French or German or 
American periodicals. Auerbach, who trained in art history and philology, before he was 
forced to leave Germany, came here and held positions at the Princeton School of Advanced 
Studies and Yale. Many of the interesting ideas in aesthetic history hinted at in Mimesis 
are here developed in immense detail, especially Auerbach's favorite theme of the prefi- 
gura*ions of history. The original viewpoint, the flashes of critical insight, the tre- 
mendous erudition makes this a volume of importance in its field, and the translation by 
Rolph Mannheim is excellent. For the uncompromising reader of literary criticism. (LC: 


Huizinga, Johan Meridian Books 
MEN AND IDEAS $4.00 


Translated by James S. Holmes and Hans van Marle, this is a collection of 
essays on Histary, The Middle Ages and The Renaissance by the famed author of The Waning 
of the Middle Ages. This volume is the first in a Meridian series of translations from 
the Dutch historian's body of work. Under the heading History Huizinga considers The 
Task of Cultural History, which he distinguished from political and economic history in 
its concentration on deeper and more general themes, The Historical Ideals of Life and 
'atriotism and Nationalism in European History. The Middle Ages offers interpretations of @ 


medieval civilization through portraits of John of Salisbury, Abelard, St. Joan of Arc. 

The Problem of the Renaissance, Renaissance and Realism are attempts to evaluate the spirit 
of an age through its environment, institutions, social characteristics and ideas. A 
specialized book of scholarly interest. (LC:59-7177) 


Fischer, Bobby Simon & Schuster 
BOBBY FISCHER'S GAMES OF CHESS $2.95 


This is a collection of 34 of Bobby Fischer's tournament chess games---and for 
anyone who might not remember, Bobby Fischer is the fifteen year old who has just retained 
the U.S. championship for a second time and became an International Grandmaster after his 
first international tournament. 14 of the games here are annotated by Bobby himself. In 
a frank and knowing manner, he occasionally admits mistakes although he lost none of the 
games.... Not for beginners, but for the more advanced admirer. (LC:59-8046) 


Levy, Newman | Simon & Schuster 
THE NAN PATTERSON CASE $3.50 


This is a review, from the minutes of the court and contemporary accounts, of 
"one of the great murder trials in American criminal jurisprudence." If it is not an 
especially interesting case (perhaps due to the worthlessness of the two central charac- 
ters) Newman Levy has a particular feeling for it- his father, one of the great trial 
lawyers of all time, handled the defense of Nan Patterson who was accused of the murder of 
her lover. A road company chorine in the Floradora sextette, gay and vivacious as well as 
ccommodating, Nan became the mistress of Caesar Young- a gambler and bookmaker. Married, 
nd crowded by both women, Young was to leave for Europe the day when he was shot (or shot ©} 
imself) in a cab while riding with Nan. Levy re-opens the case against Nan, follows it 
roug 


through its three trials, which finally culminated in a deadlocked jury, submits his own 
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interpretation of what really happened while it is still a "mystery story." Touches 
of the pericd- New York at the turn of the century- personal notations on the figures 
involved (the prosecutor, the judge, etc.,) warm the cold court records and bring a 
human interest to the proceedings. (IC: 59-7268) 


April 27 2.7 


Wasserstrom, William Univ. of Minnesota Press 
HEIRESS OF ALL THE AGES $4.00 


Subtitled Sex and Sentiment in the Genteel Tradition, this is an appraisal, 
by an assistant professor of English at the University of Rochester, of the role of 
women and love in American literature, particularly fiction, from the early nineteenth 
century to the present. Contending that "Americans were the first to create a national 
literature which recognized that the discontents of civilization were somehow impli- 
cated in the bewilderments of love" he traces, with increasing verve, the establish- 
ment of the genteel heroine as a reaction to the Age of Reason, a heroine who soon 
came to be the unification of goodness and badness, magnetism and prudery, nymph and 
nun; or geographically, the best of North and South, East and West. Though he insists 
that the main effort of genteel fiction was not to parade a group of idealized or 
vicious women, but somehow to reconcile the two, “the conflict of the 1880's over 
the proper sphere, exact duty and precise nature of the American woman" produced a 
writing which "lacked tension, drama, conviction" and real people. Genteel litera- 
ture became then a kind of history of "ingenuity, delicacy and obsession" until 1914 
marked its figurative demise. But the rejection of the public symbols of gentility 
was, for twentieth century writers, also a rejection of the supreme achivement of 
genteel literature: "its understanding of the connections among idealism, sex, love 
and civilization." A study which offers some penetrating insights this would be of 
best use to the student of social history. Footnotes. 


May 1 


Churchill, Allen Dutton 
THE IMPROPER BOHEMIANS $5.00 


Subtitled A Re-creation of Greenwich Village in its Heyday this is a neces- 
sarily nostalgic record of the years 1912-1930 when "Greenwich Village was the Left 
Bank of the U.S." By 1918 the Village was not only conspicuous for its atmosphere 
which was enhanced by the low rents but it had an aura of Bohemianism deriving its 
chief impetus from Mabel Dodge's Evenings at Ninth St. and Fifth Ave. where the most 
emancipated minds of the day exchanged ideas and sometimes lovers. He traces a pat- 
tern among the Village residents: the lost generation types who viewed the Village 
as a way station to Paris; youngsters hoping to live and express personalities in the 
community; those who later lived there but worked uptown. The Village hangouts - 
bars, restaurants, tea rooms, above all, the magazines - The Masses, Bookman, Dial, 
Broom, The Quill, The Little Review are chronicled according to the various Villagers 
who dominated the scene: Eugene O'Neill, Lincoln Steffens, Max Eastman, Walter Lippmann, 
John Reed, Maxwell Bodenheim, Ben Hecht, Harold Sterns and everyone's beloved - Edna 
St. Vincent Millay. Eventually the Depression and later World War II completely 
altered both the scene and the spirit of the Village bearing out the statement that 
"In a basically conservative American character Bohemia remains only a phase, a step- 
ing stone." An inevitably interesting record. Illustrated., (LC:58-9604) . 


Taylor, Dwight ee Putnam 
JOY RIDE °’/'* $3.95 


The son of Laurette Taylor warms himself before the glow of the ‘20's in re- 
call of moments and people that made them memorable. He tells of his meetings with 
Elinor Wylie, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Lindbergh (for whom a secret dinner was given), 
Dreiser, Broun; of his trembling encounters with Ross of The New Yorker; of being 
saved from shipboard sharpers by Maugham; of watching Osbert Sitwell repay rudeness 
with condescension. There's a story of an omnipresent window washer, of the woman 
who loved Gerald Chapman, of a man in love with planes, of gangsters, and Harlem, 
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and parties and work have their place in the picture. Under the sparkle and the rosy 
clouds of living then and there, is the undeniable regret and sadness that it all is 
yesteryear now. For today's sober - which was the wild-generation of that era- this 
should bring back a whole atmosphere - with loving touches. (LC: 59-7845) 
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White, T. H. Putnam 
THE GODSTONE AND THE BLACKYMOR $3.95 


An Irish notebook, this is filled with bits on falconry, hunting and shooting, 
legend and lore and history, research on a sacred stone - naomhog- and plenty of tales 
about the inhabitants of West Ireland. Touring the county Mayo, White finds not only 
the heart of Ireland but the heart of Africa in the "blackymor" Majoribanks, a "sable 
savage" whose medicine helped rheumatic ghillies; he also' investigates the customs in 
the local sexual life and in the behavior at funerals; he goes on a pilgrimage to Croagh 
Patrick in which a certain spiritual exaltation tempts him to give the lie that he is 
a convert; and over all is the picture of wild fowling, fishing, and a sense of the 
complexities of the Irish character. The scholarly tone here in spite of all its flash- 
a aan) limit it to that audience which already knows and appreciates this author. 

LC: 59-7043 


Webb, Walter Prescott Houghton Mifflin 
AN HONEST PREFACE And Other Essays $3.75 


No “traditional historian", the 70-year-old Texas-born-and-bred author of 
this collection of witty and provocative essays, has for years, as head of the Depart- 
ment of History in the University of Texas, brought to his students a new conception 
of history. His articles arouse wrath and gleeful agreement; his books, The Great © 
Plains and The Great Frontier rank with Turner's The Frontier in American History 88 
outstanding philosophical studies of the history of Western America. In this present 
volume, which has an excellent "appreciative introduction" and partial biography by Joe 
B. Frantz, the author ranges where he pleases, from the title essay, the preface he'd 
like to write for a non-existent book, to "History as High Adventure", from a blast 
against Coca-Cola vending machines in the corridors of learning to studies in such 
varied subjects as the historical seminar, physics, history and fate, the importance 
of the desert to life in the American West, and "How the Republican Party Lost its 
Future". Controversial, erudite, superbly readable, these acid comments of an out- 
standing American scholar should appeal to discriminating readers of varied tastes 
rather than to the general public. Some wrathful Westerners may shun it, but for 
teachers and students of American history, western or otherwise, it is required read- 
ing whether or not they agree with the author's theses. (LC: 59-8176) 





May 7 


Canfield, Norton, M.D. Doubleday 
HEARING, A Handbook for Laymen $3.50 


Dr. Canfield is Director of the New Haven Audiology Center and he has writ- 
ten an excellent book about the loss of hearing- an affliction which concerns some 
16,000,000 directly- and of course many others indirectly. Always aware that a "life 
of silence" brings its loneliness, and often acute tension, that the loss of hearing 
is harder to endure than the loss of sight, he has related the many emotional factors 
which are involved with the physical disability- particularly in children, where the © 
parents' attitude may be the first handicap. Types of hearing loss and their causes- 
in the young (and the new methods of teaching children) and in later years; the proper 
evaluation of hearing capacity; operations- their complications and limitations; hear- 
ing aids, and their shortcomings; and beyond that, speech-reading; all this is plainly 
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presented along with recommendations on retraining and rehabilitation and the facil- 
ities which make such help available. Scientifically, more has been done in the last 
50 years than in the preceding 500 to aid the hard of hearing, and a book such as 
this, which is realistic in its approach, should help to further the understanding 

of and adjustment to their problem. (LC: 59-8259) 


May 7 


Cranwell, John Philips Doubleday 
FAST AND FANCY COOKERY $3.50 


From the right antipasto to the right aperitif, this is designed to assist 
the "rapid preparation of memorable menus." All of the dishes here can be prepared 
in something less than an hour. A fairly select number of recipes have been chosen- 
in the conventional categories (even soups); tins and processed foods are often the 
take-off for the special touches which follow; wines are used- and on occasion- a 
not inexpensive ingredient. But the menus to be prepared are different- and have 
a definite dash- and should easily help the hurried or inexperienced housewife to 
hostess her guests with distinction. Illustrations, and an index. (LC: 59-8261) 


Weinstock, Earl & Wilner, Herbert Dutton 
THE SEVEN YEARS $3.75 


Another "child of our time” speaks...of the years which took away his child- 
hood and forced him to play the man. Earl Weinstock lived in Iasi, Romania, near the 
Romanian-Russian border, as a boy, and his name then was Isaac. In 1939, there was 
more to being Jewish than the taunts of the professor's daughters; in 1941, Iasi was 
occupied by the Germans, who made a memorable parade marching into Russia. One Sun- 
day the purge came -- the Jews were herded to the square, machine-gunned, or forced 
into cattle cars from which one out of elght people emerged after three days. Isaac 
saw his oldest brother shot and had to bury him. He was separated from his family 
and sent to Transnitria, where a Communist befriended and taught him. Released in 
1944, he returned to Isai to find his mother alive. He took up with Tina and the 
Russians but could not endure another oppression, so worked to get out of the 
country to America, where relatives waited. A harrowing six-week incarceration 
and inquisition at the hands of the Communists intervened, but after a long walk 
into Hungary, the way cleared. His mother's dream of America was realized but only 
for a year, when she died of cancer, but he started a new life with a new name. 
Simplicity, immediacy, a search for significance characterize this recall, which 
has a religious and folk quality as well. (Ic: 59-5827) 


May 87 15 


Loeb, Harold Criterion 
THE WAY IT WAS $5.95 


This unusual book is in essence two books. The first is a brief compendiun, 
by the wealthy and literate scion of the Loeb-Guggenheim family, of the intellectual 
dramatis personae of the twenties. The whole articulate population of Greenwich 
Village and the Left Bank breeze by in context of their association with the author 
and his avant garde magazine, The Broom. Just when the reader is beginning to under- 
stand, how, precisely, the twenties roared, he finds himself catapulted into an auto- 
biographical reminiscence starring a young woman, who is uncomfortably similar to 
Lady Brett Ashley. The fact that Hemingway and Pampalona figure intimately, and that 
Harold Loeb was a young Jew recently graduated from Princeton, adds to the shock of 
recognition, leading one to the opinion that here is a new perspective on The Sun 
Also Rises. For those who dote on literary guessing games, for those who miss the 
emotional fervor of the twenties, or simply for the curious, here is a fascinating 
look backward, written by an informed adult, who has not shied away from challenge 
or experience. (LC: 59-6132) : 
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May 11 


Thomas, Lately Viking 
THE VANISHING EVANGELIST $4.95 


Hoax or hokum, The Aimee Semple McPherson Kidnaping Affair which developed into 
one of the extravaganzas of the '20's, is here subjected to an exhaustive re-examination, 
and while after months of wild speculation and lengthy litigation through the courts it 
was dropped- the reader can now reach his own unofficial conclusions. From the time 
when Sister disappeared at the beach unseen (this was unlikely to begin with) to her 
resurrection five weeks later, after her kidnaping nd imprisonment in a desert shack, 
the story sparked tremendous notoriety, along with rumors and crank letters. In the hey- 
day of hysteria, her mother was sure that she was dead (but the sea doesn't give up its 
own), there were reincarnations in the various cities where she was believed to have been 
seen; and,finally with her return, there was the suggestion- denied- that she had been 
hibernating with a lover, Kenneth Ormiston. The charges that she was "forcibly taken" 
seem negated by the evidence of her tryst- in Carmel- with Ormiston, but Ormiston remains 
under cover. There is a mystery challenger- "Miss X" who contends that she had been with 
him; the first grand jury investigation falters, but the later reopening of the case seems 
to have greater possibilities when a trunk is seized in New York- c/o Ormiston- filled 
with an extensive trousseau (and robes)- and there are incriminating letters in her hand. 
Once again the case which could not be prosecuted "with any reasonable hope of success" 
“is abandoned, and Aimee goes on to make her "vindication" tour of the country, her congre- 
gations flocked and swelled.... A lively review of an “extravagant epic" of fabrication 
and falsification- this is thoroughly entertaining. (IC: 59-8351) 


May 12 


Smith, H. Allen Little, Brown 
DON'T GET PERCONEL WITH A CHICKEN $2.95 


Further research into the literary works of children is here collected from 
original manuscripts, with the fledglings' scribblings coming from home, school, camp 
and other sources. Smith admits to a hypnotised fascination and moments of giddiness 
as the modern authors - and others like Daisy Ashford and Marjorie Fleming - provide a 
"prowl in the jungle" of misspellings, strange stories, essays, reports, interpretations 
of history and literature, Christmas and outbreaks of rebellion. Here are boners and 
goofs, and awful revelations, and, along with Linkletter's explorations into juvenalia 
and Smith's earlier book, they would seem to have a market among those attracted by 
spontaneous humor. (LC: 59-7632) 

May 13 


Fey, Harold E. & Harper 
McNickle, D'Arcy INDIANS AND OTHER AMERICANS $3.75 


This solid study of the relations between Indians and whites in the centuries 
since the white man first landed on this continent tells the story of white encroach- 
ments on Indian rights and lands from a legal rather than a military point of view. 

Here, although they played a large part in the story, are few accounts of wars or mass- 
acres; instead, this is the far from inspiring tale of the steady acquisition by the 
whites of Indian property, of the high state of civilization of many tribes before the 
arrival of the whites, their uprooting by the whites from tribal lands, their impoverish- 
ment, their efforts to adapt themselves to white civilization and demands, and their 
resistance, occasionally successful, to exploitation through appeals to the courts. 
Awkwardly written and too heavily documented for easy reading, this valuable book will 
unfortunately hold little appeal to those who should read it, Congressmen and legislators; 
administrators and students of Indian affairs and Indian welfare workers should find it 
invaluable as a work of reference. (LC: 58-10368) 
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May 13 
Halle, Louis J. Harper 
DREAM AND REALITY $5 .CO 


As a former member of the State Department's Policy Planning Staff, Mr. Halie 
is equipped through intensive study and analysis and practical experience to focus on 
Aspects of American Foreign Policy from both the historian's and the philosopher's view- 
point. The human nature of foreign policy is his basic theme, and he has used history 
as his springboard and a sympathetic but objectively critical approach to human falli- 
bilities as his dissecting tool. Here, from the American Revolution- which he distin- 
guishes sharply from other Revolutions- to today, when belatedly we are beginning to 
separate legend from realtiy- he weaves our critical points of development of foreign 
policy into a searching analysis of the fallacies with which we have cushioned our 
opinions and our actions. Particularly revealing is the section devoted to our record 
of ambiguity in our dealings with our Latin American neighbors, in which we have swung 
from paternalism to interventionalism and back. He has reviewed with singular detach- 
ment the steps from the orders which took Dewey to Manila Bay and the acquisition of 
the Philippines - to Pearl Harbor, an inevitable sequence, seen after the events. He 
assesses the quixotic impulses which involved us futilely in China's tragedy- seeing 
America's self conscious morality posed against the Old World chicanery. Recurrently 
throughout history expansionist practice has contradicted our fundamental isolation- 
ist habit of mind - and the price we have paid. Much of this is implicit in the oper- 
ations of democracy, which make foreign policy the product of a consensus of diverse 
peoples,- unmanageable, shallow and tending to the danger that leadership will abne- 
gate responsibility. Only since 1947 with the decisive action in Greece have we 
matured to an understanding of the realities we must face...Challenging-disturbing 
to those legends we cherish- this provides a basic philosophy. (LC: 59-7328) 


Brode, Anthony Lippincott 
THE WAYWARD VICARAGE $3-45- 
3. 3§ 
-. was a tidy little item in an English village which promised to eat up 
twice the vicar's salary for upkeep, so the family lived in one section and left the 
rest to parishioners for storage and let rooms to lady lodgers of assorted eccentri- 
cities. The vicar's son recalls here too the chain of servants, including a saint- 
calling Roman Catholic, the graveyard tender who retired to Paris at the age of 
eighty-five and lived high for three years, the milkman who had to accept potatoes 
for pay from some penurious turkey farmers. Father's activities included exchange 
of pulpit, which involved him in dining with “naturalists” in the nude, visits to 
the sick, which took him to the side of a lady who simply decided one day to go to 
bed and stay there - and watch the world from the window (she died in her busydody 
pose, but no one realized it for quite a while). Other outstanding events of the 
parish were an ex-serviceman outing and a cricket match for local color over the 
BBC -- everyone stayed home to listen to the broadcast. This is a mild, neatly 
packaged pastoral, but the package is pretty empty. (LC: 59-7110) 


_ 


Pugh, Herbert Lamcnt, Rear Admiral (M.C. Ret.) Lippincott 
NAVY SURGEON $5.00 


The long (33 years) perambulatory career of the former Surgeon General of the 
Navy covered practically every American naval installation hospital during its course. 
In great detail, Pugh has set down his impressions of the people and places he hes seen, 
and of course the state of naval medicine and hospital care. Rear Admira! Pugh begins 
with a quotation from E.B. White: "Whoever sets pen to paper writes of himself whether 
knowingly or not." Ina sense, this illustrates the deficit here; he does not come 
through as a very interesting personality. The narrative is pedestrian, no matter how 
exciting his experiences and traveling companions. Probably the most startling mani- 
festation comes in the last pages when Rear Admiral Pugh confesses that he has mon- 
archist sympathies and feels that America would best be served by a King who would be 
above politics and factionalism... The audience here seems restricted to staunch con- 
servatives and the military. (LC: 59-9326) 
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Finley, M.I.- éd. Viking 
THE GREEK HISTORIANS $6.00 


This is a compilation of the best and most essential passages from the works 
of four classical historians, and it is pertinent for contemporary readers in many ways. 
No one today can escape the impact of historical questions, and a book such as this 
makes this body of writing easily readable by excluding the duller sections. We give 
lip-service to the idea that democracy was born in Greece but without reading Herodotus 
we cannot feel the full impact of the idea of freedom. Not only Herodotus but Thucy- 
dides,with his struggle to present a philosophy of history, and Polybius, with his theory 
of cycles so like Toynbee's, provide valuable comparisons with our own world. Herodotus, 
perhaps because of his mixture of myth with fact, makes perhaps the best reading. Thucy- 
dides eschews myth and his account of the Peloponnesian War, which he witnessed as a 
contemporary, is fascinating and profound. Xenophon's account of the Ten Thousand who 
fought their way back from Persia has never beer equalled. As for Polybius, his scope is 
so wide, that no one can guess the importance of classical civilization without reading 
him.... The editor, a distinguished scholar, has provided an illuminating introduction 
and amplifying notes throughout.... An essential book which will have durable rather 
than immediate sales. (LC: 59-8353) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Gabel, Leona- Fd. - MEMOIRS OF A RENAISSANCE POPE- definite date 3/27 (Putnam) 
Reid, Alastair- ODDMENTS, INKLINGS, OMENS, MOMENTS- from 2/26 to 3/23 (Little, 
| Brown-A.M.P. ) 
Schifferes, Justus- fd. - THE HOME MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA- from 2/26 to 3/23 
(Little, Brown) 
Norton, Lucy-7ransl1. - SAINT-SIMON AT VERSAILLES- from 3/18 to 4/29 (Harper) 
Gascar, Pierre- THE SEED- from 3/11 to 4/20 (Little, Brown-A.M.P. ) 
O'Neil, Russell- JONATHAN- from 3/12 to 3/25 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
Armstrong, Charlotte- DUO - from 3/? to 4/2 (Coward-McCann) 
Haggin, B.H.- CONVERSATIONS WITH TOSCANINI- from 3/19 to 4/9 (Doubleday) 
Duggan, Alfred- KING OF PONTUS- from 3/? to 4/24 (Coward-McCann) 
Schoyer, Preston- THE TYPHOON'S EYE - from 3/? to 4/19 (John Day) 
Oliver, Jane- THE LION AND THE ROSE- definite date 4/10- price from $3.95 to 
$4.50 (Putnam) 
Singer, Howard- Title from KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURING to WAKE ME WHEN IT'S OVER- 
definite date 4/17 (Putnam) 
Seton, Ernest T.- TWO LITTLE SAVAGES- from 3/19 to 5/7 (Doubleday) 
Brinton, Crane- A HISTORY OF WESTERN MORALS- from 3/25 to 4/15- price from $8.75 
to $7.50 (Harcourt, Brace) 
Villiers, Alan- GIVE ME A SHIP TO SAIL- from 4/10 to 4/15 (Scribner) 
Fraiberg, Selma- THE MAGIC YEARS- definite date 4/27 (Scribner ) 
Mason, F. Van Wyck- THE YOUNG TITAN- from 4/23 to.5/7 (Doubleday) 
Stevenson, Adlai- Title from FRIENDLY ENEMIES to FRIENDS AND ENEMIES (Harper) 
Schmoe, Floyd- A YEAR IN PARADISE- from 4/15 to 5/13 (Harper) 
Peters, William- THE SOUTHERN TEMPER- definite date 4/23. There will be a fore- 
word by Harry S. Golden (Doubleday) 
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